Pour Out Your Wrath -

Redemption and the Confrontation of Evil
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Shabbat HaGadol 5782

1. Mishnah Pesachim10:7

They poured for the leader the third cup of wine, and he recites the blessing over

his food. Next, they pour him the fourth cup. He completes hallel over it and he also

recites the blessing of the song at the end of hallel over the fourth cup.
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2. Passover Haggadah

Pour out Your wrath upon the nations that do not acknowledge You, and upon the
kingdoms that do not call upon Your name. For they have devoured Jacob and laid
waste his habitation. Pour out Your indignation upon them, and let the wrath of
Your anger overtake them. Pursue them with anger, and destroy them from
beneath the heavens of the Lord.
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3. On the Invisible Side of the Passover Haggadah (Or Why | Do Indeed Say "Pour
Out Your Wrath" on Seder night?), April 25, 2011 by Marit Gatz Ben Israel
https://maritbenisrael.wordpress.com/2011/04/25/the-invisible-hagada/

| do not like texts that are smooth, sanitized and censored, let alone castrated. The
kibbutzim, for example, tried to do this. They composed an alternative, synthetic,
and ideologically pure haggadah for themselves. It was as nice as any shiny new
toy, but it wasn’t long before the zeitgeist changed a bit and the kibbutz haggadah
aged and became anachronistic. The facade crumbled, and there was nothing
behind it, nothing to hold on to. The traditional haggadah is like a character to me;
it’s a hoarder, it’s childishly avant-garde, it’s fond of shapes and games, it’s black
box theater, it's ceremonial to the point of OCD, it’s a theater of images, it's a
perennial experience with layers, sediments, ideas and skeletons in and out of the
closet. That’s what makes it so durable and interesting, the ability to listen to all
sorts of frequencies.

Lore and memory are always full of cracks and contradictions, and it’s better to
stumble into them than to seek the perfect message and forcibly cram in all the
things that stick out, or to cut them out because they do not belong.
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4. Machzor Vitri (student of Rashi, c. 1100)

One pours the fourth cup for Hallel. Then he recites, “Pour out Your wrath on the
heathens.” The great Hallel follows.
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5. Daniel Goldschmidt, Kiryat Sefer p. 120 n. 82*

Dr. Daniel Goldschmidt was known as a leading research scholar of the history and text of the Passover Haggadah. The first one he edited was brought

out by the Schocken publishing house of Berlin in 1936.

The attacks against the Gentiles are well understood in light of the situation of despair in which the Jews found themselves in
the Middle Ages in the Christian countries, and they could not respond to the continuous persecutions by means of an army
or power, but turned to their Heavenly Father that He repay their persecutors in kind, and take Israel out of the slavery and
darkness. Such harsh expressions as found here are a spontaneous reaction to all the ill they suffered, a rection based upon
broken-heartedness and bitterness of soul, fitting to the deep [...] piety of their authors. One who expresses surprise at their
sharpness and cruelty, must not forget in what period and under what conditions they were written.




6. Asa Kasher, “Pour Out Your Wrath” or “Dayenu”?, Maariv - Weekly Column
Asa Kasher (Hebrew: 12 XOK, born June 6, 1940) is an Israeli philosopher and linguist working as
a Professor at Tel Aviv University and at Shalem College, Israel.

| understand these verses. | can imagine for myself the depth of destruction that
led to their transfer from the Tanach to the Passover Haggadah. | am able to
identify with the anger, the suffering, and resentment they express. And still, in my
Haggadah, “Pour out Your wrath on the nations” is a verse from the past, from the
memories and from the nightmares, it is not a verse from the future, from our
hopes and dreams. [...] In my world, “Pour out Your wrath” is a verse from the past
and not from the future, primarily because that is the way | want to view it in my
world. | want to see it in my ancestors’ past, because they are there, | want to see it
in a museum inside my heart, because they are in it, but | don’t want to see it in my
children’s future, because | want the very best for them. | want to see their future
clean and untouched from the pouring of blood and the outpouring of wrath. |
want to see their future build upon the foundations of justice and peace, meaning,
longevity, and goodness.
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7. R. Yom Tov ben Avraham Assevilli (Ritva), (c. 1260 — 1320)

The reason it was ordained to recite “Pour out thy wrath” on the fourth cup is
because the four cups are arranged to correspond to the four cups of tribulation
that the Almighty will serve to the nations of the world. On this final cup we declare
that the time has come for God to give them to drink from the cup of His wrath, the
poisonous cup, as it is written, “Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, who
dwells in the land of Uz; upon you also shall the cup pass, you shall become drunk
and vomit” (Lamentations 4:21). And what’s more, the principle of our redemption
is dependent upon the destruction of their kingdom as it says in the Midrash: After
2300 evenings and mornings, then the sanctuary shall be cleansed (Daniel 8:14).
Said R. Yitzhak: When night falls upon the kingdom of the other nations, then the
sanctuary will be cleansed. Similarly, the prophet teaches, “For behold, darkness
shall cover the earth, and a gross darkness the kingdoms, and the Lord shall shine
upon you, and His glory shall appear over you” (Isaiah 60:2).
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8. Yisroel Yuval, Two Nations in Your Womb (2005) p. 95*

Israel Jacob Yuval (born October 1, 1949 in Beit She'an) is an Israeli academic who is Professor of Jewish History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

The dominant view in Ashkenaz saw the annihilation of the [heretical] Gentiles as a principal component of the messianic
vision. This is a notion that wishes to correct history retroactively, assigning to vengeance the role of correcting the past

before a new world order can be established.

9. Laura Levitt , Reflections on Shefoch Chamatcha: Pour Out Your Wrath

Laura Levitt is Professor of Religion, Jewish Studies, and Gender at Temple University. She is the author of American Jewish Loss After the Holocaust and
Jews and Feminism: The Ambivalent Search for Home.

These are not verses that | remember reciting at past seders. In the seders | remember, we opened the door and sang “Elijah
the Prophet.” And yet, as | read these disturbing verses, | am struck by their power. They are a visceral reminder that part of
the experience of oppression is the anger it produces in those of us who have been oppressed.

Revenge is not pretty; it is even embarrassing. And yet, these passages acknowledge that anger and the desire for revenge are
a part of our legacy. They seem to suggest that before the Messiah can come, we must be able to express our rage at what
has been done to us.

As | reread these passages from the haggadah, | am keenly aware of the necessity as well as the difficulty of expressing anger.
As feminist poet Audre Lorde reminds us, anger is loaded with information and energy. It is not something to shy away from
or to be afraid of. This is why the author of these verses devotes so much of his text to expressing his rage. Although those
violent passages are difficult to read and recite aloud, | believe they need to be spoken.




Audre Lorde argues for the eventual translation of anger into “action in service of our vision and our future” but first demands
that we claim our anger. There can be no final time, no messianic era unless we first acknowledge these brutal desires. If they
cannot be expressed, we may never know a better future. And, for those of us less inclined to imagine this ritual as a step
toward a distant messianic future, the expression of such emotions may simply enable us to live more fully in the present.

Although these brutal biblical passages express a real desire for revenge, it is important to remember that they are revenge
fantasies—creative, imaginative interventions. They are to be recited, not acted out. For those of us who have been
brutalized, whose lives have been threatened, who have known oppression in our bodies, these fantasies can be truly
liberating only if we find the courage to fully express our indignation, our pain, and our fury.

10. Tomer Persico P09 1IN

Tomer Persico serves as the Academic Director at Kolot. His fields of expertise include contemporary

spirituality, Jewish modern identity, and forms of secularization and religiosity in Israel. 170730 V22N MITMYY INIRNA NG
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Russia is committing crimes against humanity in Ukraine. Images are emerging from
occupied areas, which if they had been replicated across the whole of Ukraine,
would have been considered attempted genocide.

11. Abigail Pogrebin, A Seder Shouldn’t be Flat as Matzo — Try This at Home

https://forward.com/opinion/216926/a-seder-shouldnt-be-flat-as-matzo-try-this-at-h/
Abigail Pogrebin (born May 17, 1965) is an American writer, journalist, podcast host.

One question | added to my haggadah is the controversial section (added in the Middle Ages) which many Jews have excised,
known as “Pour Out Your Wrath” (Shfoch Chamatcha).

It exhorts God to take revenge upon the nations that have mistreated the Jewish people: “Pour out Your wrath upon the
nations that do not know You...may Your blazing anger overtake them.” It always provokes an important conversation about
whether revenge has a place in the Passover ethic of compassion.

Rabbi Green chooses to include it in his seder, “though some of my guests are scandalized when | do,” he admits. “It's a piece
of Jewish history; | think we have room to be angry at what was done to us.”

But he stresses that we have to turn the same mirror on ourselves. “It’s not just, ‘Pour out your wrath upon the gentiles’ — it
doesn’t say that. It says, ‘Pour out your wrath upon those nations who have not known you.” Sometimes we Americans or we
Jews or we Israelis act as if we don’t know the will of God. Then we too deserve that wrath.”

12. Elisha Wiesel, Feb. 4, 2022

Elisha Wiesel (born June 6, 1972) is the only child of Holocaust survivor, author, professor, and Nobel Peace Prize recipient Elie Wiesel.

Last night my world was shaken.

It hit me, as though it were a fresh wound, that my father, Elie Wiesel, really was gone.

It hurt terribly when he first passed five years ago. But | also found peace and awakening as | grieved. | had this sense from the
very moment he passed that he would be with me always, in ways | would never be able to explain. | felt | understood clearly
what he had wanted from his life, and what he dreamed of for me, and that as long as | lived, he would too — as would my
ancestors.

This feeling deepened over the years that followed as my year of Kaddish ended and | still found myself drawn to Shabbat




peace, to morning Tefillin, to the intention of a minyan gathered to pray, to the stories of our people in ancient texts. | felt the
wholeness of history, of the chain of which he had always wanted me to feel a crucial part, which he so keenly felt himself.
And although | miss him and think of him daily, my footsteps have never been so sure as they have since he passed.

But last night | had to stop and catch my breath as | realized the depth of my loss, our loss.

Because last night was the opening of the Beijing Olympics and the world tuned in. Because the world doesn’t care that the
host country is simultaneously terrorizing its Uyghur citizens.

| saw one or two hundred brave souls rally yesterday afternoon in Times Square, on a rainy Thursday. In the gray neon light,
the young leaders called on each other and passersby via megaphones whose charge could not keep up with the urgency of
the message: Turn off the Olympics, and close the concentration camps in Xinjiang.

It should have been the whole city turning up to honor their message.

| know now that we have failed my father in this regard. He did not fail us. He spoke of how he always felt he had to answer to
the dead: Did he do enough? And yes. He did.

He was there to speak up against atrocities in Darfur, Bosnia, Cambodia, Rwanda. He tried with everything he had to tell us.
And all the words he spoke and wrote could not change the fact that five years after his death, one million people are
reportedly in concentration camps, because of their race and religion, in the grip of a totalitarian regime.

And this regime is honored today to host the world’s nations!

Where are the men and women of conscience, why are they not reaching out to their managers at the corporations which
sponsor the Olympics? Why are they not respectfully but insistently calling for a CEO-level firmwide conversation on what our
responsibility is when we hear -- but are prevented from investigating -- survivors’ reports of genocide on the part of the
Chinese government?

There are brave leaders, like Steve Simon of the Women’s Tennis Association, who canceled a lucrative tournament in China
when the WTA’s demands for Peng Shuai’s safety and freedom went unanswered. There are others who are showing bravery
in challenging the Chinese Communist Party. But they are still too few.

Have |, blessed to live in this country which stands for freedom, done enough?

Shame on Xi Jinping, shouted the determined young people in Times Square last night.
And | think: Shame on me, if we can’t find some way to help.

Shame on us.
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the blessing of the song? Rav Yehuda said: “All Your works shall praise You, Lord,
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14. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (1903-1993), Days of Deliverance 77*

And on Passover night, after we speak of Jewish redemption over the first three cups, we recite the great universal hymn of
“Nishmat Kol hai,” of the salvation of mankind, of every living soul. A Jew is not satisfied with his redemption unless
everybody will be redeemed with him; the Jew feels the beat of the heart of the universe. The Jew prays even for the cosmos.
Once a month, he prays that God shall restore the diminution of the moon. The Jewish experience is all-inclusive, all-
embracing, sympathetic to all. What the poet Virgil keenly described as the “tears for what men bear” (lacrimae rerum;
Aeneid 1.462) is transformed into “light and gladness and joy and honor” (8:16).

*| am indebted to R. Yosie Levine for sources 5, 8, and 14. R. Levine’s exploration of this topic can be
found here https://images.shulcloud.com/634/uploads/Shabbat-Hagadol-2017-Cup-of-Wrath-Web-
Edition.pdf




