The Kohens’ Gift & the Gifts of Crisis

Parshat Korach
R. Yonatan Cohen

1. Numbers 18:8, 18:11

8 The Lord told Aaron: Behold | have given you the charge of My gift [offerings]. | have
thus given you all the holy things of the children of Israel for distinction, and as an
eternal portion for your sons.

11 This shall be yours what is set aside for their gifts from all the wavings of the children
of Israel; | have given them to you, and to your sons and to your daughters with you, as
an eternal portion. Any [ritually] clean member of your household may eat it.
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2. BT Hullin 132b

[There are] twenty-four gifts of the priesthood. [...] Rabbi Shimon says: Any priest who
does not believe in the validity of the Temple service has no portion in any of the gifts
given to the priesthood, as it is stated: “He among the sons of Aaron, who offers
[hamakriv] the blood of the peace offerings, and the fat, shall have the right thigh for a
portion” (Leviticus 7:33).

The word “hamakriv,” which literally means: Who brings it close, indicates that only one who believes in the validity of
conveying the blood to the altar is entitled to receive the right thigh of the offering, as only one who believes in the rite
would perform it.
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3. Rashi on BT Hullin 132b

“Who does not believe in the validity of the Temple service” — this refers to a [Kohen]
who reasons to himself that these are words of vanity, that God did issue the command
to offer Him sacrifices, and instead Moses made all this up from his own mind.
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4, Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Bikkurim 1:1-2

1 There are 24 presents that are given to the priests.1 All of them are explicitly
mentioned in the Torah. A covenant was established with Aaron over all of them.

2 Any priest who does not acknowledge them does not have a portion in the priesthood
and he is not given any of these presents.
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5. Beit Habechirah (Meiri), BT Hullin, 132b

A Kohen who does not believe in the validity is one whose heart tilts towards heresy [...]
He has no portion among the other Kohens, not in the temple, not outside Jerusalem.
He does not offer the priestly blessing and he does not receive the first Aliyah to the
Torah.
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6. Rashi on Number 18:8

[...] This may be compared to a king who gave a field to his friend but did not write nor
sign [a deed], and did not record it in court. A person came and contested [his
ownership] of the field. The king said to him: [It seems that] anyone may come and
contest your rights. Behold, | will write and sign [a deed] for you, and record it in court.
Here, too, since Korah came and made a claim against Aaron regarding the kehunah,
Scripture comes and gives him twenty-four ‘gifts’ of kehunah as an everlasting covenant
of salt. This is why this section is placed here [after the rebellion of Korah]. — [Sifrei
Korach 18, 19]
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