Opening the Door to Elijah
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In Memory of Eli Resnikoff, z”l and Edith Schickman,
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1. Yonatan Gefen, When we drove to the city to visit Uncle Ephraim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wd5VItc27SI

When we drove to the city to visit Uncle Ephraim

We noticed lots of shoe stores

And | thought: If the shoes suddenly chose to break free of the glass

and find feet for themselves, that would make things happy around here

When we drove to the city to visit Uncle Ephraim
We saw some toy stores in Givatayim

They asked me, “What do you want?”

| said, “A bike”

They said, “OK. Next year.”

When we drove to the city to visit Uncle Ephraim
We passed a man with holes in his socks

He had a sad face, he leaned on a cane

Mom told me not to look, but | looked

When we drove to the city to visit Uncle Ephraim

It was wintertime, two years ago

I’'ve grown since then, | have a bike now

I’d almost forgot that | was once three years old

But the poor man with holes in his socks won’t get out of my mind
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2. Deuteronomy 15:7-11

7 If there will be among you a needy person, from one of your brothers in one of your
cities, in your land, that the Lord, your God, is giving you, you shall not harden your
heart, and you shall not close your hand from your needy brother.

8 Rather, you shall indeed open (patoach tiftach) your hand to him, and you shall lend
him sufficient for his needs, which he is lacking.

9 Beware, lest there be in your heart an unfaithful thought, saying, "The seventh year,
the year of release has approached," and you will begrudge your needy brother and
not give him, and he will cry out to the Lord against you, and it will be a sin to you.

10 You shall surely give him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him;
for because of this thing the Lord, your God, will bless you in all your work and in all
your endeavors.

11 For there will never cease to be needy within the land. Therefore, | command you,
saying, you shall surely open your hand (patoach tiftach) to your brother, to your poor
one, and to your needy one in your land.
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3. Rabbi Yeshua Laloum (1901-1950), Yalkut Aharon

Therefore the Torah commands, ‘you shall not harden your heart, and you shall not
close your hand’, if you harden your heart then your hand will close, and when your
hand is closed then all of your fingers look the same and you will tell the poor man, go
work, like | do. Rather, you will open your hand, and then you will notice that there are
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wd5Vltc27SI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nMrLZV8kDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nMrLZV8kDs

larger fingers and smaller fingers. That is how God created people, large and small, and
one survives thanks to the other.

D9YT) DIRN 1122 N”ApN K1 7
TN M AT DO

4. Orah Nizar, Marianne

Marianne barefoot, dragging a floor rag,
Washing off mud footprints
step
after
step
From the bank towers in the city

Cleaning crystal vases in Akirov,

Toilet basins and the odors of

strangers.

Until the day ends

You don’t get a break to love

yourself. To buy a seasonal bouquet

To put in a vase

To inhale a different scent.

Behind your back in a language you do not understand,
They say about you:

She has the primitive instinct

Of those content with little.

And it's true that you have no shares to lose,
No yacht, no doorknob to

Your own room, embroidering your dreams
With cracked fingers

Out of broken dreams

That you sweep

Under the everyday rugs

Where you pile up the cry.
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5. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Bava Batra 7b

[Mishnah] They force a joint holder in the courtyard to contribute to the building of a
gatehouse and a door for the courtyard. [...]

[Talmud] Does this mean that putting up a gatehouse is a good thing?

In fact there is a story about a certain pious man with whom Elijah was accustomed to
converse. He made a gatehouse, and [Elijah] didn’t spend any more time with him.
That does not present a contradiction, in the one case, the gatehouse was inside the
courtyard, in the other, outside.

If you prefer, | shall explain, in both cases the gatehouse was outside, but there is no
contradiction, for in the one case there is a door, in the other none.

If you prefer, | shall explain, in both cases there was a door, but there still is no
contradiction, because in one case there is a latch, in the other none.

If you prefer, | shall explain, in both cases there was a latch, but there still is no
contradiction, because in one case, the latch is inside, in the other outside.
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6. Rashi, Tractate Bava Batra, page 7b

Gemara: He [Elijah] didn’t spend any more time with him - because he had shut out
the poor who cried out and remained unheard.
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Inside - this is contemptible because the door to the gate is locked and the poor
person outside is crying out and the inside gate obstructs the sound of the poor man’s
cry.

Outside - it doesn’t block the poor person, they can enter; here we are referring to a
gateway with no actual door.

The latch opens on the outside - the poor person opens it and enters; latch, “serouder”
in medieval French; it is made of wood and its key remains inside it at all times.

Y PYIN NP 91 93NN NHTY
590 proan 0091w WYY

MY P91 PrOAn IR - IRIIN
J1POY NYT Y PRYWI 1INY DIN

NMIA YA - IRIAN T NNMA
RIM 19H12 9"717PY NNNIA DI
21N Nnann TRm Py Yv

7. Rabbi J. David Bleich, Contemporary Halachik Problems, vol. 1 (New York: 1977, 185-186)

Mendicants

The 5730 issue of Shanah be-Shanah contains a short item from the pen of the octogenarian scholar, Rabbi
Shlomo Yosef Zevin, who in addition to his many and varied scholarly pursuits serves as general editor of the Encyclopedia
Talmudit. An official of the Israeli Ministry of the Interior referred a proposal of the Tel Aviv Municipal government to
Rabbi Zevin, in the latter’s capacity as a member of the Chief Rabbinate Council, for his evaluation of the request from the

point of view of Halakhah.

As every tourist is painfully aware, Israel has an inordinate number of paupers who openly solicit alms not only in
synagogues but on the public streets s well. There is no gainsaying that such practices are socially undesirable and do not
reflect creditably upon a country in which they are so widespread. The municipality of Tel Aviv therefore requested the
Minister of the Interior to initiate legislation which would effectively ban such mendicants from the streets. The official
soliciting Rabbi Zevin’s view emphasized that no one had suggested restraining the poor from requesting charity from
worshippers in synagogues; the proposed ban was to be limited to solicitation in public thoroughfares.

Rabbi Zevin quotes chapter 17 of the Chafetz Chaim’s Ahavat Hesed, a work devoted to the mitzvah of charity, in
which the author reports the innovative move of establishing “federations” for the purpose of conferring stipends upon
itinerant beggars in order to preclude them for soliciting alms from individual householders. The Chafetz Chaim frowns on
this practice and among his sources cites the negative view expressed in the Gemera, Baba Batra 7b, with regard to the
building of a walled enclosure around one’s courtyard because the wall prevents the cry of alms-seekers from being

heard. [...]

In the final analysis, while undignified forms of public solicitation are to be deplored, it is unthinkable that a
Jewish community bar any individual from seeking charity. “If there be among you a needy man, one of your brothers,
within any of your gates, in your land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not harden your heart, nor shut your

hand from your needy brother” (Deuteronomy 15:7).

8. Passover Haggadah

This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who
is famished should come and eat, anyone who is in need should come and partake of
the Pesach sacrifice. Now we are here, next year we will be in the land of Israel; this
year we are slaves, next year we will be free people.
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9. Ma’ase Rokeach (1665-1742)

In a secret scroll that | found, | saw that my illustrious father never closed the door to
our house, ever. From then until now, that has been our practice, and the doors of our
house are open. When Elijah arrives, we’ll go out and greet him without delay, for we
say concerning Passover that in the future [Israel] will be redeemed again [on this very
night], as it says, “It is a night of protection for Hashem”.
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10. Flavius Josephus (Yosef ben Matityahu, 27-100), Antiquities of the Jews, 18.2.2

As Coponius, who we told you was sent along with Cyrenius, was exercising his office of procurator, and governing Judea,
the following accidents happened. As the Jews were celebrating the feast of unleavened bread, which we call the




Passover, it was customary for the priests to open the temple-gates just after midnight. When, therefore, those gates
were first opened, some of the Samaritans came privately into Jerusalem, and threw about dead men's bodies, in the
cloisters; on which account the Jews afterward excluded them out of the temple, which they had not used to do at such
festivals; and on other accounts also they watched the temple more carefully than they had formerly done.

11. Magen Avraham (1635-1682), Orach Chayim 481

Rabbi Yaakov ben Moshe Levi Moelin wrote that we should not lock the door with a
strong beam, but in a place where there is danger we do not rely on miracles.
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12. Shulchan Aruch (1530-1572), Orah Chayim 480

Rabbi Moshe Isserles: There are those who say “Pour out your wrath, etc,” before “Not
for us” and open the door, in order to declare that this is a night of protection, and in
the merit of our faith in this protection the Messiah will come and pour out his wrath
on those who deny God, and that is the custom.
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13. R. Yaakov Galinsky (1920-2014), Ve’Higadeta, pp. 64-65

Let All Who Are Hungry Come and Eat

Let us not be like that man who came to visit his hometown, and the town roared
excitedly: everyone had a close relative in the big city. Everyone flocked to the guest's
parents' house to receive a greeting from their loved ones.

They found him at the table, eagerly eating his mother's cooking. "How are my son
Berel and my daughter-in-law Feiga doing?" Zelig asked. "They died," the guest replied
briefly, and then continued to gorge himself.

Zelig collapsed into a chair: “Dead!” he exclaimed in a weeping voice, “How did they
die! When did they die!” he inquired. He asked to hear details.

The guest did not respond. He wrapped the napkin around his neck and pondered his

salt.

“And what about my daughter Golda and my son-in-law Feivush?” asked Perl, the
widow.

“They died,” answered the guest as he wiped his mouth, his eyes glassy.

“They died! What about their orphans?” cried the widow. “Poor things! Why didn’t
anyone say something?”

“They died,” answered the guest, serving himself a dripping matzo ball.
The family was stunned. “Was there a plague?” inquired Zelig as he wept.
“When | eat, the whole world is dead to me,” the guest let slip from his full mouth.

As we begin the seder, we proclaim that we are not like him. We call out to the poor to
eat with us, to the hungry to dine with us.
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14. Rav Shagar (1949-2007), Shiurim Al Likutey Moharan, Part ll, p. 392
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Refusal to help others stems from detachment, from the fact that we do not put
ourselves in the needy person’s shoes. There is a disconnect between us and him, we
do not feel him the way we feel ourselves. This is the main problem in our relationship
with others. We read about scarcity as just another article in the paper. Sometimes
instead of opening up to the other's suffering and trying to help, feelings of hardship,
alienation and estrangement from his distress arise in us. This is not necessarily out of
cruelty toward him but rather due to our difficulty to allow the actual suffering of
others to penetrate our world and shake us out of our rest. The opacity and apparent
lack of awareness of the suffering of others is usually used as a defense mechanism.
Therefore, when someone comes to us requesting tzedakabh, it is forbidden to respond
with automatic rejection. Tzedakah can be an act that flips our hearts, an act that leads
us to reveal a hidden mercy, to break our alienation, not just in relation to the person
asking for help but in general.
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15. GiveWell
https://www.givewell.org/

GiveWell finds and recommends high impact nonprofits.

All of GiveWell's recommended charities work to address the basic needs of people living in
low-income countries. It is focused on finding the charities that can save or improve as many

lives as possible per dollar donated.

GiveWell's nine recommended charities implement programs like distributing antimalarial medication door-to-door to
children under five, giving cash via mobile phone to extremely poor households, providing medicine to treat children
suffering from parasitic infections, and providing cash transfers to incentivize caregivers to bring babies to clinics for

routine childhood vaccinations.

The Boston Globe has called GiveWell "the gold standard for giving," and its research has been featured by the
philosopher Peter Singer and New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof in their books on charitable giving. Over the past
10 years, more than 50,000 donors have used GiveWell's research to direct more than $500 million to organizations it

recommends.

Malaria Consortium (one of GiveWell's top charities)

Malaria kills over 400,000 people annually, mostly children under 5 in sub-Saharan Africa. Seasonal malaria
chemoprevention is preventive medicine that saves children’s lives. It is given during the four months of the year when
malaria infection rates are especially high. It costs about $7 to protect a child from malaria. We estimate that $3,000 -

$5,000 will save a life.
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