Faith: Spaciousness & Space

Sukkot 5781

R. Yonatan Cohen

1. Neila, Selichot

Let the repentant sit in Your shade, receive them willingly,

so they can flower in Your House and no longer languish.

For those lost and exiled, end oppression and persecution —

then they will go up and appear [before You]. With a willing spirit.
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2. Zohar ll1 103a

Whoever dwells under this shade of faith inherits freedom for for
himself and his descendants forever, and is blessed with sublime
blessing. And whoever excludes himself from this shade of faith inherits
exile for himself and his descendants.

N 2P 2 PONNT

N9 1NN 'ONR RNINTMNT X9¥ NINN 2T [RN 9D
N'NIA PONT [NNINRIY KNDI2 N2NNI'NDYY 1121
112291 N NNIYA ['ONN XNINTNT N9XN

3. R. Shimon Gershon Rosenberg (Shaga”r) (1949-2007), On That Day
(baYom haHu), “I Recall the Love of Your Youth: In memory of
Yeshayhu Holtz and Shmuel Urlan z”l”, pp. 107-109

| feel the need to say one more thing: And | have said this at a veterans’
meeting on Sukkot a few years after the war [Yom Kippur War]. In some
ways my feeling about surviving [the war] is different from that of many
who experienced the war as | did. After the war, people turned to me
and told me | had to celebrate with a Thanksgiving feast. | said then that
| could not, not because | am, God forbid, an ingrate in regards to
goodness, but rather "How shall we sing the Lord's song" (Psalm 137:4)?
| cannot. | should hold a meal of thanksgiving, and what of my friends
who did not so merit!? That same holiday of Sukkot | also said, and this
relates to today as well, that the sukkah, which symbolizes our faith in
God, does not protect us in this world. The sukkah is an expression of
the reality found in the shade, certainly it is Tzila Dehimnota (the
shadow of faith), but still a shadow: we find ourselves in the shade of
the sukkah and not in its light.

[...]

Man thinks that the sukkah, meaning faith and trust in God, protects
him on the physical plane. But it is clear to the eye - the sukkah does
not protect us given the reality of our lives, reality as it is seen by the
eye. [...]

| confess, | suppose some people rank higher than me, and they do not
encounter shadows and questions. But for me, faith does not only not
stem from repression and removal of questions, but to the contrary [as
the verse teaches] "l longed for His shade, and there | settled” (Song of
Songs, 2:3), and as the Midrash teaches on that verse: "Like an apple
among the trees of the forest" (Song of Songs, ibid.) — “R. Huna and R.
Aha taught in the name of R. Yossi ben Zimra, ‘Just as in the case of this
apple tree, whom all flee during a heat wave, for it provides no shade,
so too the nations of the world fled from sitting beneath the shadow of
the Holy and Blessed One on the day of the giving of the Torah. Did
Israel do so as well? The verse therefore explicitly states, "I longed for
His shade, and there | settled,” meaning | longed for Him, | and not the
nations."
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Just as the apple tree offers no shade, so too is the Holy and Blessed
One — sometimes there is a reverse ratio in this world: Faith is found
precisely in the difficult questions, those that Rebbe Nachman teaches
have no answer. Indeed, "True sacrifice to God is a contrite spirit; God,
You will not despise a contrite and crushed heart” (Psalm 51:19) — God
is specifically found in the broken-hearted, and not only that, but the
sense of brokenness is in itself a form of divine presence, higher and
superior to all other form of presence. This is actually the lesson.
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4. R. Shimon Gershon Rosenberg (Shaga”r)

We are immersed in the sukkah, the sukkah of faith, [we are in it] and it
is not in us. The meaning of this assertion is that faith is not something
that is within us as an inner light, in the form of a feeling, an experience,
thought or anything else that is found within us. Instead, we dwell in
faith. Faith surrounds us, even if we are not always aware of it. The
sukkah is the expression of the spatial context that we live in, the space
that creates us and transforms us into who we are.

The rabbis teach that the space of the sukkah is public, it belongs to
everyone, to the whole: “Even though a person cannot fulfill his
obligation on the first day of the holiday with the lulva of his fellow,
nevertheless, he can fulfill his sukkah obligation by dwelling in his
fellow’s sukkah, for it is written, “All citizens of Israel shall dwell in
sukkot [written without the letter vav and therefore can be read as
sukat in the singular]” (Leviticus 23) — this teaches that all of Israel can
merit to dwell in only one sukkah.

In order to create the space of the sukkah, each person is in need of his
fellow for without the presence of another person, faith remains a
private matter, an inner light that belongs only to the individual, to the
person himself. One ramification of all this is that a person’s realization
that he and those that surround him belong to the same faith, for they
live and act within the same space, results in solidarity among the
community of believers.
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5. Selichot

We are Your people and You are our King;

Birnbaum: “We are thy worshippers, and thou art our exalting One.”
Koren Sacks: “We give You our word and You give us Yours.”

YC: We are made by Your word and You by ours.
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6. Yael Unterman

Once, the two brothers R. Elimelech and R. Zusha were erroneously thrown into prison. While waiting for their release, R. Elimelech
started to daven mincha. R. Zusha said, "You can't daven mincha here, because there is a very smelly slop bucket in the corner and

the halacha forbids davening in its presence."

R. Elimelech's face fell and he became depressed.

"Don't be sad!" said his brother. “By not davening under such circumstances, you are fulfilling God's will, just as much as if you were

davening. Be happy you are doing God's will!"

R. Elimelech smiled in agreement, and they began to dance from joy.

Hearing the ruckus, the guards came and asked another prisoner why they were dancing like that. The prisoner said, "I'm not sure

but it was something to do with that slop bucket in the corner."

The guard exclaimed, "Then | will remove that slop bucket, and they won't have any more reason to dance...." And he did so.






