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1. Nir Manosi, A Final Story About Rabbi Steinsaltz

Beyond the personal encounters, there are of course the books. "The
Thirteen Petalled Rose", "The Essential Talmud", "Teshuvah", the
volumes explaining the Tanya, the commentaries to the stories of
Rabbi Nachman, the books on prayer, books in English that were
never translated into Hebrew and of course the monumental
translation of the Gemara...word by word and page by page they
introduced me to the wonderful world of Torah study and Jewish life
in an intelligent and fulfilling way. Like tens of thousands of others, |
don't know how | would have begun learning the Gemara without his
translation.

Two moments are tangibly engraved on my consciousness. The first
was when | read “The Thirteen Petalled Rose”, his introduction to the
Kabbalah.

The second moment was at a used bookstore in the Clal Center in
Jerusalem. By this point, | had already moved to the Nachlaot
neighborhood with the explicit aim of researching this Judaism
business and seeing where it would take me. Suddenly | caught sight
of a book called "Teshuvah" by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz. Whoa! | took it
off the shelf and read the first two chapters, standing right there. At
one point | came across the following sentence: "The transition from
one type of environment to another, even though it is taken in
hundreds or thousands of small steps, inevitably involves one
moment of drastic change, quintessentially differing from what was or
what will follow.” The rabbi compared this to the point at which a
person stepping into the sea has to remove his feet from the ground if
he wants to start swimming. He elaborated at length on this
metaphor, re-emphasizing the importance of taking a leap in a way
that cannot be done gradually.

This notion irked me. “Excuse me!” | said to Rabbi Steinsaltz in my
head. | have no intention of making any drastic changes. | don’t
believe in it; | want evolution, not revolution. Every step forward
should flow smoothly from the previous step. I'll prove to the
esteemed Rabbi Steinsaltz that his generalizations were mistaken - |
was going to be a ba’al teshuvah (a penitent) that walked, not leaped.
| bought the book, kept reading it and it helped me tremendously. At
the same time, | was determined to stick to my decision to refute the
rabbi’s generalizations.

These sorts of statements have a way of pursuing you and even
harassing you. As | progressed religiously | had to admit that there
was something to what he was saying. It’s not that every human being
is the same, but rather that teshuva itself requires it: there is
something called accepting the yoke of the mitzvot. It’s not
continuous but rather binary, and it requires a leap. It was two years
after | picked up the book “Teshuvah” at the bookstore in the Clal
Center, | had just finished reading another book (by a non-Jewish
secular writer - that’s another story for another time), and it hit me. |
decided to commit myself to the mitzvot.

Rabbi Steinsaltz, you defeated me.
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2. Nir Manosi, A Story About Rabbi Steinsaltz
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Three years into my teshuvah process, | got married. My wife had a 3-
year-old child from her first marriage. | was determined to escape
from Western culture, especially from its popular culture, with the
aim of establishing a strictly Hasidic home. But in the second house
the boy was exposed to all the movies, comics and cultural heroes
that | ran away from, and the older he got the more he would talk
about these things. | felt tormented by it all. | had made such a
tremendous effort to uproot myself from the world | grew up in, to
come closer to Hashem, to the Torah and try to build a home of
holiness. Now all my efforts were being sabotaged from within;
everything that | did not want in my home was coming in through the
back door.

I made an appointment with Rabbi Steinsaltz. | sat in his office and
shared the whole situation with him. He listened as he smoked his
pipe. His first sentence was, "Nothing ever came out of Yossele
Shuhmacher." "Sorry?" | asked with wide eyes. "Oh yes," he sighed,
"you are too young to know ..." He briefly told me the story of the
Chareidi grandfather who abducted his grandson Yossele
Shuchmacher and smuggled him abroad disguised as a girl in order to
prevent his parents from raising him as secular (it’s available to read
on Wikipeida). It didn’t work and Yossele was returned to Israel to his
parents. In saying this, he was trying to dissuade me from cutting off a
child from his parents and his world.

After a short silence he added: "Look, all that is shown to a person is
to awaken him to teshuvah. Until now you have repented for your
sins from the age of 15, from the age of 20 ... [another puff on the
pipe] Now you have to repent for your sins from the age of 5, from 10

It was as amazing as it was powerful and it completely changed my
mind. | realized that the process of teshuvah would require deeper
introspection than simply rejecting the culture in which | grew up. |
could not run away from it. | needed to gain a deeper sense of inner
clarity. The guidance he gave me lasted with me for years.
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3. R. Dov Singer (Head of Makor Chaim Institutions), My Rav Adin — An Intimate Portrait of Rabbi Steinsaltz
https://mailchi.mp/makorchaim.org/rav-adin?fbclid=lwAR2Cfwien15V-fdn 9WWBwSyahGRGAfDqZugNWrpVUQKgsit6ODyn Hbi8w

Rav Adin spoke about how our synagogue experience has become much like grown children who put their old father away in an old age
home, basically telling Him don’t visit us at home, don’t invade our lives — we will come to visit You. He insisted that we not be content

with synagogue life, but that a true Jewish life should be so much more.

4. R. Elai Ofran

Nine years ago the country erupted following a story about a famous
man who was killed in a car accident whose family decided not to
donate his organs. Rumor had it that this was the recommendation of
rabbis.

A few days later, one of the members of the kibbutz, a woman close
to 80 years old [named Hannah], called me and asked to meet. | came
to her house and she shared with me the story of her life and
especially the stories of the deaths in her life - her first husband who
died suddenly at a young age, her son who died of an illness and her
daughter who was killed in a car accident. The story of why she called
me began here - when her daughter was killed, in the mid-80s, they
decided to donate her organs and became one of the pioneering
families in this field in Israel. Since then, she occasionally participated
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in a support group for parents who had donated their loved ones’
organs. In one of the last meetings, a heated discussion ensued
following the same news story about the rabbis who ordered the
celebrity's family not to donate his organs. "Why do you religious
people ask rabbis?" The members of the group slammed Hannah, who
returned quite agitated.

"I have not stopped thinking about it for a week," Hannah told me, "I
must understand what | went through there, and | must understand
why we really went to ask a rabbi."

| was intrigued by the rabbi who 35 years ago, when it was not yet
known and accepted, told them to donate the organs, and Hannah
replied that it was Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.

The problem that bothered Hannah the most was that everyone who
stood with her on that bitter and rushed Friday in the waiting room at
Hadassah Hospital is no longer alive - her husband, the kibbutz nurse
and the economic coordinator who traveled with them, all passed
away long ago.

"Rabbi Steinsaltz is alive," | said, "You can talk to him." But Hannah
rejected the idea outright in embarrassment. After a week Hannah
called again - "l want to talk to Rabbi Steinsaltz. But only on the
condition that you come with me." So we went one winter evening -
Hannah, her husband Aryeh and |, to Rabbi Steinsaltz.

The rabbi remembered the story in great detail, filling in many pieces
of the story that for Hannah, had dimmed in the fog of mourning and
faded with time.

When Hannah asked the question that was bothering her - "But why
did we ask a rabbi?" | expected the rabbi to talk about the halakhic
doubt and the severity of the decision, but the rabbi smiled pleasantly
through his pipe’s cloud of smoke and replied - "When such a disaster
happens to a person, and they need to talk to someone. Who can
they call? The editor of the literary section of the Davar newspaper?
That’s why there are rabbis.”

He went on: "Ecclesiastes says, 'A bit of folly outweighs wisdom and
honor." Sometimes foolishness is more precious than wisdom. Not
everything people do needs a convincing rational explanation." Then
the rabbi turned to me, for the first and last time during the
conversation and said to me: “Your grandfather never understood
that...”

We left after two hours of conversation, which | experienced as one of
the most exciting and empowering of my life. On the way home the
words of that famous piyyut (liturgical poem) resonated with me:
"The eye cries bitterly yet the heart is happy.” More than anything
else, | felt the relief that Hannah felt after this healing conversation.

If I had to put my finger on the evening when | realized | wanted to be
a community rabbi, it probably would have been that evening.
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5. R. Yonatan Roznek

Had Rabbi Adin been a painter, he would probably have been a hyper-
realist. So realistic, so clean, no superlatives, no fingerprints. It is
doubtful if he even would have signed his name.
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Back in those days (about a decade ago) | taught at the Makor Chaim
Yeshiva.

In the evening, the students prepared an impromptu surprise for their
rabbi, the Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Dov Singer - a tish in honor of his
birthday.

The tish got off to a start and soon a rumor circulated among the
students: "Rabbi Adin is on his way." This made the spontaneous
event ten times more special.

About a half hour later the door opened and in walked the hunched
figure with childish eyes, eyes that framed the face of that elderly
man burning with vitality. He moves among the students and the
staff, he speaks, shakes hands...and the yeshiva students break out in
song: "When will the Master come? When your deep springs burst
forth" (a song about the coming of the Mashiach, from a dream of the
Baal Shem Tov).

Rabbi Adin sits down next to Rabbi Dov and the singing slowly fades.

He now addresses the students with his characteristic cynical acerbity:

"I don’t understand, what do you want from this Mashiach? Why
exactly are you pestering him so much?
Shock. Silence.

The students do not understand what the rabbi wants from them.
Mashiach is Mashiach. It's a good thing and they want him to come.
Right??

A brave soul in the group starts to stutter: "Rabbi, um, we want the
whole Land of Israel to be ours, don't we?"

Rabbi Adin casts them a smile: "Do you want the whole land? Now?
And what will you do with it? Do you know how many uninhabited
areas we have in the country today? Who will guard the whole area?
Will you go and live there with a tent and a donkey?"

Silence.

Another brave soul ventures a thought: "Rabbi, um, | want someone
to love me, truly."

Rabbi Adin looks at him warmly and asks, "How old are you?"

"16".

"Well. Two more years ... (everyone bursts out laughing), and until
then buy a dog ..." (another burst of laughter).

There were a few more attempts to please the rabbi but he waved
them all off: "What does this have to do with Mashiach? Don’t bother
him with these whims."

"Rabbi, so what will Mashaich do?" asked a student.

The rabbi turned inward for a moment: "And Hashem will wipe away
tears from every face" - the Messiah will wipe away tears. He will
approach every Jew and take his burden off his shoulders for a
moment. He'll wipe away our tears for a moment. Then everything
will look different ... ".

DN PN N2'WR2 MTN'YD (Y2 1wy 1199) DN DNIN

N2'W' WK ,0219 NIN2IND NVNDN D'T'NONN 1100 212
ANTIIN DI' 71229 WO 1A' T 2T 20N ,0"Y

['TV 2N :D'T'NONN |'2 NNAD NVINWI T]'I"J NXI'" Y'ON
NMWY INIIRNN VINIRN DY 1DV NN NX'DPNY NY'T ."NT2
.DIIN

,NVINDD NDIDWN ININTI NNNDI NYTN NYY '¥ND 1NRYD
NN ,VI20 7D 9D NN WY 192 NIN2IWN  NIFTD Dty
DT NIN'ND ,DNI2'T NN 'WIRI DTNDNN 2 121 KIN

INID'WID AN MN KP 'MNWR" :NONI0 N'W2 D'TNONNI
IV INION INN ,N'WN NN SY ') “NXIN NN
(0"wyan

NV .NNJIY DX DX N'WNI2T 2N T OV WD 'TY 20N
NN |20 N9 1IN :NIYDIN NI'Y NITN2 DTNONN YN NID KIN
=92 ININ D'TMI0N DR PIT2 NN Y ?NTN N'wNN DY DY W
"D

.Lpw .0ON

.DNN NX¥IN 210 NN D'2'2N X9 D'T'NINN
278D .NI2' KINW D'YIN1 210 NT.N'WN DT N'WN

YIN 90w DY 1ININ,NNN 210" :DANAY 2'NNN 9NP2 YN
"?ND 119W NN YN

NNI2I'WDY 7YINN 90 NN DX NNRY )IMN2 0120 1TV 2N
DI'N 119 W' DAWI'N XY D'NOW NND VTI' NNX 2NN NWYN
JNIN DY DY 1129 719N NNK ?N0WN 20 HY 1IN ' ?2yIN2

gallshl

LPY

JNIN 2NN INYWINDY NN N DN 2N :')ﬁp] Y'NNRTIV

" NNN2

"ZNNN NND [2" {INIYI2NIN DIN2 12 02N [TV 27N

S16" 1Y RIN

TIV) "..292 MIPN ™ TVI,(D21D YW PINY Y19) .0 MY TIy 11"
Ktab)

:DIID NN §2D1 NIN X 270 NIXR NIXIY NIITDI NN TIV DY 1N
NINNAN DY INIX ITI0N 9R" NN NIN "?N'wnY Twpn nn”
Nebh

T'NON ORW "?NWNN NV NN TR 200 1"

-"019 92 YYN NYNT ' NNNIT :INXY YR Va1 DIdNN 2N
NR VA2 19 71 TNt 9D war RIN .NIVNT 221 N'WNN

22N T)I.NIYNTA DR VP YATY 119 2321 .DMONINN WIPYON
SLDNNNR AR




