Coronavirus and the Disruption of the Tamid
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Numbers 28:1-8

1 The Lord spoke to: Moses, saying:

2 Command the children of Israel and say to them: My offering, My food for My fire
offerings, a spirit of satisfaction for Me, you shall take care to offer to Me at its
appointed time.

3 And you shall say to them: This is the fire offering which you shall offer to the Lord:
two unblemished lambs in their first year each day as a continual burnt offering.

4 The one lamb you shall offer up in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer
up in the afternoon.

5 And one tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a meal offering, mixed with a quarter of
a hin of crushed [olive] oil.

6 A continual burnt offering, as the one offered up at Mount Sinai, for a spirit of
satisfaction, a fire offering to the Lord.

7 Its libation shall be one quarter of a hin for each lamb, to be poured on the holy
[altar] as a libation of strong wine to the Lord.

8 And the second lamb you shall offer up in the afternoon. You shall offer it up with
the same meal offering and libation as the morning [sacrifice], a fire offering with a
spirit of satisfaction to the Lord.
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Mishnah Taanit 4:6

There were five events that happened to our ancestors on the seventeenth of
Tammuz [...]: The tablets were shattered; The tamid (daily) offering was cancelled;
The [walls] of the city were breached; And Apostomos burned the Torah, and placed
an idol in the Temple.
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R. Ovadia Bartenura on Mishnah Taanit 4:6

“The tamid (daily) offering was cancelled” — no sheep were found for sacrifice due to
the siege that was placed on the city.
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Yonah Arazi, “The tamid (daily) offering was cancelled” — Taanit 26a

It is always [tamid] important to inquire after the meaning of the tamid daily sacrifice
being disrupted. The Tamid was Tamid [it was always] and then that “always”
became null and void. The illusion of routine life came to a halt and our sense of
Tamid [of the always] was annulled. The everyday was no more, forevermore
[le’tamid].
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Moriyah Brott, To Breach the Walls from Within
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It seems like the nullification of the Tamid daily offering, which is also mentioned in
this week’s Torah Portion, is the event that is the least discussed among the five
events mentioned in the Mishnah. The Tamid daily sacrifice was offered twice every
day in the Holy Temple, in the morning and in the afternoon. Beyond its “constant”
nature, the Tamid expressed an additional value: It was completely acquired through
public funds. The funds for the Tamid offerings were collected from the entire
people, equally and uniformly, and as such, the Tamid represented everyone’s equal
contribution, with no exception. Accordingly, the uniqueness of the Tamid is that
twice daily it was offered as an expression of the shared contribution and connection
of the entire people as one in the presence of the Holy One.
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R. Moshe Tzvi Wexler, The Power of Persistence

The Tamid daily offering represents consistency in the service of God and the ability
to maintain continuous faith even in difficult times when the heavenly horizon of
belief grow cold and darkness descends on the Jewish people. In such times, as long
as we continue to hold on to the Tamid daily offerings, according to their proper time
and order, then these will come to symbolize the strengthening and endurance of the
Jewish people. When the Tamid offering is nullified, this symbol of continuity and
sanity is ruptured.
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