The Very Very Good Land
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Bridging the Ideal and Reality
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Midrash Yalkut Shimoni

“Exceedingly good land” (literally “very very good”) — “very very” meaning in both worlds.

Cultivating A Consciousness of Appreciation
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Ha’amek Davar on Numbers 14:7

“Exceedingly good land” — They did not intend to praise the quality of the land, that it flows with milk and honey, for
this is something everyone witnessed with their own eyes and all the spies admitted to this as well.

Rather, they pointed out that there is no land that is similarly good in the entire world. Indeed, even though there are
many countries in the world that are better than the land of Israel, it is known that anything that is constantly good
ultimately leads to a lack of recognition of this goodness. In addition, such constant goodness is wrapped in
malevolence, for sin crouches at he entrance of pleasure and delight. And nothing is worse than this.

The Importance of Humility in Recognizing the Good
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Netivot Shalom




“Exceedingly good land” — The land is given to those who fulfill the words of our sages, “Be very very humble of spirit”
(Mishnah Avot 4:4). For this reason it is called the land of Canaan [kena’an], for it is given to those who surrender
[nikhnayim], meaning who humble themselves.




