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Sacred Struggles and Sacred Deeds

Marking the 40" Anniversary of the Yom Kippur War
R. Yonatan Cohen, Congregation Beth Israel

Shabbat Shuvah 5774

1. R. Norman Lamm (b. 1927), “The Akedah — Again”, Second Day Rosh Hashanah, Spet. 18, 1974

Just eight days ago, on Tuesday, September 10", we had a Sofer (scribe) here at The Jewish Center. You may recall that we
announced that on that day a scribe would be here to examine and correct your Tefillin and Mezzuzot. A number of you
brought these articles here for such examination. The Scribe is Mr. Mechaber, a Sephardic Jew. He did not look well, and |
inquired after the reason. His composure suddenly melted, and he broke down and told me: "The High Holidays are
approaching, and that means the first Yahrzeit my only son who was eighteen years old when he was killed on the Bar Lev
line on Yum Kippur day.” He raised his eyes to Heaven, picked up his hands, and said, “Et Hakol natati lemedinah —

Everything have | given for the state!”

2. R. Chaim David Halevi (1924-1998), Responsa Aseh Lech Rav, 1:7-10

Questions:
7. What is the meaning of our sense of depression after the Yom Kippur War?

| am a religious-nationalist Jew, | firmly believe that the founding of the State
of Israel is the beginning of the flourishing of our redemption, and yet, like
many others, | still feel a strange depression that | find hard to explain after
the Yom Kippur War. It is strange to turn to a rabbi with such a question, but
please do try to help and explain that which is so troublesome to us today.

8. Given all that has occurred during the Yom Kippur War, is it still possible
for us to believe that this is the beginning of the redemption?

| never believed that the State of Israel was the beginning of our redemption.
In my opinion the State of Israel is... Nevertheless, | read your articles as well
as your books where you preach towards viewing the State of Israel as the
beginning of redemption. Now after the Yom Kippur War and all that has
happened to us in it, and especially given the Arabs’ stubborn decision not to
recognize our existence, and to continue the war against us, is it still possible
to believe that this is the beginning of redemption.

9. Is the Yom Kippur War the war of Gog and Magog?

After the Yom Kippur War an opinion was heard saying that this was the war of
Gog and Magog. | reviewed the original source in the book of Ezekiel, chapters
38-39, and | discovered that the war of Gog and Magog and all of its calamities
will occur once Israel returned to the land and would settle it. A great
guestion is troubling me now: What is the purpose of this war in light of the
beginning of the redemption and the beginning of the ingathering of the exiles.
Similarly, | would like to know: Is it possible to consider that indeed the Yom
Kippur War was the war of Gog and Magog.
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3. R. Haim Sabato (b. 1952), Adjusting Sights, Translated by Hillel Halkin,
Excerpts from Ch. 1

...A pure moon shone overhead. Not a cloud hid it from sight. It was waiting to
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be blessed by the People of Israel, as shy as a bride who waits to be veiled by
her bridegroom before stepping under the wedding canopy. [...]

Row after row of Hasidim danced before it. The younger ones wore black
gabardines, the older ones, white gowns.....

Gabardined and gowned, the Hasidim shut their eyes and swayed, aiming their
hearts at heaven and chanting, ‘As | dance before Thee but cannot touch Thee,
so may our enemies dance before us and neither touch nor harm us. May
dread and fear befall them/’

And they repeated:

’"May dread and fear befall them!”

And a third time:

’"May dread and fear befall them!...

‘Soldiers!’ they cried. ‘Soldiers! Go to the rabbi and he’ll bless you.’

They parted to make a path and we were led to the rabbi, the old Amshinover
Rebbe. His Hasidim crowded around us.

We were two young soldiers, Dov and |. Our packs on our shoulders; we made
our way to the rabbi. [...]

...Close to midnight we were brought to the Rabbi of Amshinov by his Hasidim,
who were sanctifying the moon. Their rabbi, they confided, could work
wonders. His blessing was worth a great deal. They stood around us, straining
to hear what he would say. The Rabbi of Amshinov clasped my hand warmly
between his own two and said, looking directly at me:

‘May dread and fear befall them. May dread and fear befall them. Them and
not you.’

We parted from him and boarded the bus. We thought we’d be back soon.
During the three terrible days that followed, | kept seeing the Rabbi of
Amshinov before me. | kept hearing his words. Each time fear threatened to
overcome me, | pictured him saying, ‘Them and not you. Them and not you.’
That calmed me.

Until | heard of Dov’s death.
After that the old man stopped appearing.

...The months went by. In late spring we hosed down our tanks a last time,
handed in our gear, took off our uniforms, and returned to the Talmud -- to
the tractate of Bava Batra and the property laws of pits, cisterns, caves, olive
presses, and fields. | kept meaning to go to the Rabbi of Amshinov and tell him
what had happened to us after he blessed us. | wanted to tell him how our
tanks were knocked out in Nafah quarry on the second day of the war, and
how they burst into flames one by one, and how the blackened loader of 2-B
hit the ground with his leg on fire and rolled there dowsing it with a jerry can
of water. And how our tank commander, Gidi, shouted, ‘Gunner, fire!” and |
shouted back, ’l don’t know what to aim at!” ‘Fire, gunner! Fire at anything!
We're being shot at! We're hit! Abandon tank!”’

And how Roni, the driver, said quietly, ‘l can’t get out, the gun’s blocking the
hatch,” and | crawled back in to free him, and the four of us ran over terraces
of black earth with the bullets flying around us, and Eli said, ‘l can’t go on,” and
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we forced him to. And how Syrian commandos jumped out of a helicopter
right ahead of us. There was even more | wanted to tell him — of the thoughts |
had, and the prayers | said, and the things | shouted to God and promised Him.

It was just that, each time, | thought: When I’'m done the rabbi will ask in his
gentle voice, "What happened to the friend who was with you that night?’ And
| would have to lower my eyes and tell him, ‘Dov is dead.’

It would have made the old man sad. And so | never went to see him. | stuck to
my Talmud with its laws of houses, cisterns, pits, and caves. The years went by.
| couldn’t put it off any longer. I'll go see him, | thought. Whatever will be, will
be. | went to Bayit ve-Gan and found some Amshinov Hasidim.

‘How is your rabbi?’ | asked.

‘Just a few hours ago,’ they told me, 'his soul departed this world.’
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4. R. Shimon Gershon Rosenberg (Shaga”r) (1949-2007), On That Day (baYom
haHu), “1 Recall the Love of Your Youth: In memory of Yeshayhu Holtz and

Shmuel Urlan z”1”, pp. 107-109

| feel the need to say one more thing and | have said this already at a veterans’
meeting on Sukkot a few years after the war [Yom Kippur War]. In some ways
my feeling about surviving [the war] is different from that of many who
experienced the war as | did. After the war, people turned to me and told me |
had to celebrate with a Thanksgiving feast. | said then that | could not, not
because | am, God forbid, an ingrate in regards to goodness, but rather "How
shall we sing the Lord's song" (Psalm 137:4)? | cannot. | should hold a meal of
thanksgiving, and what of my friends who did not so merit!?

... confess, | suppose some people rank higher than me, and they do not
encounter shadows and questions. But for me, faith does not only not stem
from repression and removal of questions, but to the contrary [as the verse
teaches] "l longed for His shade, and there | settled” (Song of Songs, 2:3)...
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5. Rav Yehuda Amital (1924-2010), “With My Students at the Frontline”
(from HaMaalot MiMaamakim), pp. 46-47

One brigade commander told us: “I stood before grave decisions. | assembled
the fighters, so as to include them in assessing our options and prepare them
for difficult possibilities. The atmosphere was especially tense. All of a sudden,
one solider stood up and said: ‘Commander! There is a different problem,
tomorrow is the Eve of Sukkot and we need the four species.’ | was
astonished,” the commander said, “when | recovered from my astonishment |
said to him, ‘beseder (okay).” | delivered my orders through wireless
communication, asking for such and such tools, such and such shells, and
finally a set of four species. | felt the astonishment on the other side of the
line. ‘Where can we get the four species around here?’ a response was finally
heard.” Whoever is familiar with the authoritative voice of that commander
knows that his command must be obeyed even in impossible situations. Before
the dawning of the day, the four species were delivered to the front line.
Needless to say, the tankers were more than happy to include the brigade’s
commander in the mitzvah of shaking the /ulav. Suffice it for me to recount the
story as | have heard it, without additional words of praise about the great
spiritual strength that was exhibited here.
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A second story, from a different commander: “The guys returned from the first
battle of their life. It was a difficult and cruel battle and some of their friends
were hit. The guys were in shock,” the commander recounted, “it couldn’t
have been any other way either. Now, just as | was searching for the way and
the right words to help them out of their state of shock so as to bring them
back to reality, the voice of one soldier was heard saying: ‘Ma’ariv! (The
evening prayer!).” And behold, everyone gathered and began saying, ‘Blessed
be the blessed God,” and they prayed together the evening prayer with
devotion.” | will not comment about the reaction of the commander upon
seeing all of this, | will leave that to the reader’s imagination.
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6. R. Shimon Gershon Rosenberg (Shaga”r) (1949-2007), On That Day (baYom
haHu), “I Recall the Love of Your Youth: In memory of Yeshayhu Holtz and
Shmuel Urlan 2”1”, pp. 106

In the morning, at about 10 am, we received instructions to advance towards
the war’s frontline and we set on our way. The story of the apples has been
published since then: On the way, at Rosh Pinah, stood a group of civilians who
probably knew better than us what was happening, they waived their hands
and tossed some apples to us. | remember the discussion that Shmuel and
Shaya had on whether they should eat from these apples — maybe these were
apples left over from the previous Shemitah year, for Yom Kippur occurred at
the very end of a Shemitah year. This is an astonishing phenomenon: These
two, as they are about to set out in battle, intensely debating whether they are
permitted to eat Shemitah apples. This is a form of innocence that in some
ways includes an extreme idealism for if this discussion was not innocent it
would surely have invited criticism and opposition. The fact that it did arise
from a place of complete innocence is what gives it its truthfulness
(authenticity) and even its beauty, as well captures the spiritual devotion that
was expressed in that moment.

TJON 12 'M19t” ,RIND 012,79 270 .6
SRV POIN INYY YW BI91H oMaT I
106 'PY .70 19NR

NTIPA 1%2°p ,10:00 NYWn M12201 ,IP11a
920 DMANN NYD .TITY RN NNY YNy
DONITR ITAY ,N179 WRIL 7172 :TRN DOIANN
19911 ,UNINNN 5 1NRN 10 WT IRV
NR 9277 7R .PY MIAN 1958 1PN DT
DIManNnN 919R8Y OR 1YWY HRINY HW 117N
0 ,NVMYN MY Y¥ D'Man on "R — 1950
YOIN T .NVINWYN IRNINAY DA DY AT
,22979 DIRXY DR VR L,NOR DMWY ARYAIN
.N0MY MIan %198 oY MmN orR oYabann
12 W’ MINMON MININY 1IN PN

TN MINN NN RMY 1 NP DPORITR
RINY AT2IPN .ITHIND 3PN N0 RIN 0NN
19 NPAYRY RN RN MINSY PN IMYNn
Y IRV NPINY MPAT DN 91 R MIPNR
VN0 IMIRA VN

7. R. Haim Sabato (b. 1952), Adjusting Sights, Translated by Hillel Halkin, pp.
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We turned to the left and to the right and said to each other, “Peace
be upon you.” Just then | felt a shadow and heard a humming Heavenly voice.
[...]
| looked at the moon and saw Dov. We had sanctified the moon of Tishrei
together, the two of us, in Bayit ve-Gan with the Rabbi of Amshinov.
| got lost in thought.

It was true, | thought. Sometimes God had mercy on the undeserving
and shone His light on them. That mercy and that light stayed with you
forever. They were a debt you had to repay. There was no getting around to it.
| thought of the vow | had made while dodging bullets in the wadi. | knew the
world would never be the same.

Yes, sometimes God has mercy on the undeserving. And sometimes He
descends to His garden, to the beds of spices to gather lilies — Sariel and
Shmuel and Shaya and Avihu. And Dov. Though we left for the war together.

What was it Rabbi Akiva once said? The Owner of the fig tree knows
when it is time to gather His figs.

Who can aim his thoughts as high as those of the Creator of men? In
the month of Elul we said penitential prayers in my yeshiva. Now they echoed
in my ears.

Who holds in His hand the souls of all that live
And the spirit of each mortal man.
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The Soul is Yours and the body is Your handiwork.
Spare the work of Your hands.

Lord of all souls, the soul is Yours

But the body is also Your handiwork.

For this it was made, to sanctify Your name in this world.
Master of all worlds, spare the work of Your hands!

| looked back at the moon. A small cloud had drifted across it. Although it still
shone, its light was no longer bright.

Shlomo put a hand on my shoulder. Softly he began to sing the hymn
“0 God Who Hides In Heaven’s Vaults,” which was a favorite of the Rabbi of
Kloyzenburg. According to the rabbi’s Hasidim, he had sung it to himself every
Sabbath in the death camps at the time of the Third Meal. His great-
grandfather, the tzaddik Rabbi Haim of Zanz, sang it then too, in that hour of
grace as the Sabbath draws to a close, that hour that is the hour of all hours,
his face shining like an angel’s.

| stood there in silence. We watched the clouds cover the moon. We
bowed to the right and to the left, each toward his friend, and we said:

“Peace be upon you. Peace be upon you. Peace be upon you.”

We bowed to the soldier who never spoke and was no longer there
and we said:

“Peace be upon you. Peace be upon you. Peace be upon you.”

| bowed to the heavens above. | aimed my thoughts at Dov and | said:

“Peace be upon you. Peace be upon you. Peace be upon you.”
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8. R. Shimon Gershon Rosenberg (Shaga”r) (1949-2007), On That Day (baYom
haHu), “1 Recall the Love of Your Youth: In memory of Yeshayhu Holtz and

Shmuel Urlan z”1”, pp. 102

Even though we knew that a war broke out, like the rest of the people of
Israel, we could not fathom all that had already happened and all that was still
to occur. The war met us all unprepared, even on a spiritual plain. In any
event, while some of the yeshiva students were drafted in the midst of Yom
Kippur, Shaya and | were not yet drafted, and didn’t know whether we will get
drafted at all. At the end of Yom Kippur, Shaya bid me farewell at the steps of
Yeshivat HaKotel. He said that he hopes that we wouldn’t see each other — he
meant that he hoped that we wouldn’t be drafted. He went his way but after a
few short steps he returned and asked me to take care of his sister, meaning
that | would help with a shidduch (matchmaking). | must admit that | was
surprised by his request because | had only known him for a very short period
of time. [...] In any event, that was his request. After the war, | considered this
request to be his last will and testament and | felt a deep obligation to fulfill it.
This led to the birth of a shidduch, one of my only successes as a shdachen
(match maker).

| recognize the hand of providence in this story, and even more so —in other
opportune moments, | find that people who left this world continue to pull the
strings and have an influence, in some way, on this world. For me this is
something of deep significance, especially when | recognize that grace, that
beauty, and that purity in the family’s grandsons and granddaughters.
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