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What is different tonight from all other nights. D7TNRI TIY ORVI RDY 19T NN
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continue to ask all our life, just as we ask
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without hearing an answer. What is different every night —
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Musings on the eve of the Seder. The Torah speaks of four sons: DY 12171 RY YaR 5IRWH YTV ROYY
one wise, one wicked, one simple, and one AMR TR HY RYY 210 TR HY
who does not know how to ask. But it does not speak there N2WN 1Y AN DRI N2IWVN 1Y PRY 1YRY 1N
of one who is good, or one who loves. D220 Y3 NR NPV IR NYTY INIR RY
And this is a question that has no answer, and if it will have an answer PRN NN LN DR NN, DY '917°X1
| won’t want to know it. | passed thru all the sons NDA MM N 1270 YRVM TNX RYY Y
in different variations, | lived my life, the moon shone NPV NNV AN .N1VN 291171
on me without need, the sun came and went, the Pesach holidays AR1) INND,DMP-RA RIN

passed without an answer. What is different. The difference
is God, death is His prophet.

2. Transcript of President Obama’s Address to Israeli Students, March 21, 2013

[...] I come to Israel on the eve of a sacred holiday — the celebration of Passover. And that is where | would like to begin
today. Just a few days from now, Jews here in Israel and around the world will sit with family and friends at the Seder table,
and celebrate with songs, wine and symbolic foods. After enjoying Seders with family and friends in Chicago and on the
campaign trail, I'm proud to have brought this tradition into the White House. | did so because | wanted my daughters to
experience the Haggadah, and the story at the center of Passover that makes this time of year so powerful.

It is a story of centuries of slavery, and years of wandering in the desert; a story of perseverance amidst persecution, and
faith in God and the Torah. It is a story about finding freedom in your own land. For the Jewish people, this story is central
to who you have become. But it is also a story that holds within it the universal human experience, with all of its suffering
and salvation. It is a part of the three great religions — Judaism, Christianity, and Islam — that trace their origins to Abraham,
and see Jerusalem as sacred. And it is a story that has inspired communities around the globe, including me and my fellow
Americans.

[...] For the Jewish people, the journey to the promise of the State of Israel wound through countless generations. It
involved centuries of suffering and exile, prejudice, pogroms and even genocide. Through it all, the Jewish people sustained
their unique identity and traditions, as well as a longing to return home. And while Jews achieved extraordinary success in
many parts of the world, the dream of true freedom finally found its full expression in the Zionist idea — to be a free people
in your homeland.

That is why | believe that Israel is rooted not just in history and tradition, but also in a simple and profound idea: the idea
that people deserve to be free in a land of their own. And over the last 65 years, when Israel has been at its best, Israelis
have demonstrated that responsibility does not end when you reach the promised land, it only begins.




3. Mishnah Pesachim 10:4

They pour him a second cup, and here the child asks his father, and if the
child has insufficient understanding his father instructs him: How is this night
different from all other nights...And according to the knowledge of the child
his father instructs him.

He begins with disgrace and completes with praise, and he interprets from
My father was a wandering Aramean until he concludes the whole portion.
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4. Deuteronomy 26:1-11

1) When you enter the land that the Lord your God is giving you as a
heritage, and you possess it and settle in it,

2) you shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from
the land that the Lord your God is giving you, put it in a basket and go to the
place where the Lord your God will choose to establish His name.

3) You shall go to the priest in charge at that time and say to him, “I
acknowledge this day before the Lord your God that | have entered the land
that the Lord swore to our fathers to assign us.”

4) The priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down in front of
the altar of the Lord your God.

5) You shall then recite as follows before the Lord your God: “My father was
a wandering Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and
sojourned there; but there he became a great and very populous nation.

6) The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy
labor upon us.

7) We cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our plea
and saw our plight, our misery, and our oppression.

8) The Lord freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm
and awesome power, and by signs and portents.

9) He brought us to this place and gave this land, a land flowing with milk
and honey.

10) Wherefore | now bring the first fruits of the soil which You, O Lord, have
given me.”

You shall leave it before the Lord your God and bow low before the Lord
your God.

11) And You shall enjoy, together with the Levite and the stranger in your
midst, all the bounty that the Lord your God has bestowed upon you and
your household.
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5. Ruth Calderon (b. 1961), 'The Heritage Of All Israel,' Inaugural Speech in the Knesset, (02/14/2013)

http://www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/heritage-all-israel

Editor’s Note: Ruth Calderon, founder of a secular yeshiva in Tel Aviv, spent several years living in New York recently,
teaching at the JCC in Manhattan and other venues. This was her inaugural speech in the Knesset this week as a member

of Yair Lapid’s Yesh Atid party.

Mr. Chairman, honorable Knesset, the book | am holding changed my life, and to a large extent it is the reason that | have

reached this day with the opportunity to speak to the Knesset of Israel as a new member. The copy in my hands belonged to
David Giladi — a writer, journalist, editor, man of culture, and the grandfather of the head of our faction. He was mentioned
here yesterday, too. | had the great honor of receiving it from his daughter, writer Shulamit Lapid.

| did not inherit a set of Talmud from my grandfather. | was born and raised in a quaint neighborhood in Tel Aviv. My father,
Moshe Calderon, was born in Bulgaria and immigrated to this land as a young man. After the difficult war years, he began
studying agriculture at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and was immediately conscripted to defend Gush Etzion during
the War of Independence.




Eventually he specialized in entomology, the study of insects, and became a global expert in grain storage. My German-born
mother, who had the combined misfortune (at that time) of being Jewish, left-handed, and red-haired, made aliyah as a
teenager, and met my father courtesy of the British siege of Jerusalem. By the time the siege ended and they went to meet
the families as a match that had already been made, the Bulgarian neighbors could not say anything but, “She’s really nice,
Moshiko, but are there no Jewish girls left? You have to marry an Ashkenazi girl?”

| am recounting all of this in order to say that | grew up in a very Jewish, very Zionist, secular-traditional-religious home that
combined Ashkenaz and Sepharad, [Revisionist] Betar and [Socialist] Hashomer Hatzair, in the Israeli mainstream of the 60s
and 70s. | was educated like everyone else my age — public education in the spirit of “from Tanach to Palmach”. | was not
acquainted with the Mishna, the Talmud, Kabbala or Hasidism. By the time | was a teenager, | already sensed that
something was missing. Something about the new, liberated Israeli identity of [Moshe Shamir’s] Elik who was “born of the
sea”, of Naomi Shemer’s poems, was good and beautiful, but lacking. | missed depth; I lacked words for my vocabulary; a
past, epics, heroes, places, drama, stories — were missing. The new Hebrew, created by educators from the country’s
founding generation, realized their dream and became a courageous, practical, and suntanned soldier. But for me, this
contained — | contained — a void. | did not know how to fill that void, but when | first encountered the Talmud and became
completely enamored with it, its language, its humor, its profound thinking, its modes of discussion, and the practicality,
humanity, and maturity that emerge from its lines, | sensed that | had found the love of my life, what | had been lacking.

Since then | have studied academically in batei midrash [Jewish study halls] and in the university, where | earned a
doctorate in Talmudic Literature at the Hebrew University, and | have studied lishma, for the sake of the study itself. For
many years | have studied daf yomi, the daily page of Talmud, and with a chavruta [study partner]; it has shaped who | am.

Motivated by my own needs, and together with others, | founded Alma — Home for Hebrew Culture in Tel Aviv, and Elul,
Israel’s first joint beit midrash for men, women, religious, and secular. Since then, over the course of several decades, there
a Jewish renaissance movement has begun to flourish, in which tens and hundreds of thousands of Israelis study within
frameworks that do not dictate to them the proper way to be a Jew or the manner in which their Torah is to become a living
Torah.

| am convinced that studying the great works of Hebrew and Jewish culture are crucial to construct a new Hebrew culture
for Israel. It is impossible to stride toward the future without knowing where we came from and who we are, without
knowing, intimately and in every particular, the sublime as well as the outrageous and the ridiculous. The Torah is not the
property of one movement or another. It is a gift that every one of us received, and we have all been granted the
opportunity to meditate upon it as we create the realities of our lives. Nobody took the Talmud and rabbinic literature from
us. We gave it away, with our own hands, when it seemed that another task was more important and urgent: building a
state, raising an army, developing agriculture and industry, etc. The time has come to re-appropriate what is ours, to delight
in the cultural riches that wait for us, for our eyes, our imaginations, our creativity.

Instead of telling you about this book’s beauty, | wish to tell you a story from Talmud, one small story, the story of Rabbi
Rechumei, which appears in Ketubot 62b, and through it to say some words about this moment and about the tasks | will set
for myself in the Knesset.

| have brought the text. Anyone who wants, we can pass it out — but only to those who want it.

[...] I aspire to bring about a situation in which Torah study is the heritage of all Israel, in which the Torah is accessible to all
who wish to study it, in which all young citizens of Israel take part in Torah study as well as military and civil service.
Together we will build this home and avoid disappointment.

Translated by Elli Fischer. Based on the transcript available on the Knesset website.
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Lend to me awe at the sound of Your Name




| never made me a rabbi and my laws are improvised
When | am in distress | take a pill

| made great progress (descendant of monkeys)

And for all my weaknesses, my parents are to blame

And there’s no well-ploughed furrow, it’s a multi-lane highway
That leads to the general mall

And if a miracle happens, it’s really no big deal

Doesn’t happen because of me

Father, oh merciful Father

Be to me a trusted soul-mate

Cushion my heart in Your faith

Lend to me awe at the sound of Your Name

That’s how | prayed at a minyan of Jews

Next to me a Haredi trembled a volcano of fears
For the sake of G-d he is a systematic robot
Hugely sweaty, blessed with (many) children

Next to us a National Orthodox who worships dust
And for all his invasion of the past

He praises battle-dress as if the battle’s won

And we all live by his sword

An immigrant and caretaker decorated in a hunched back
A Jewish Refromer with a brand new look, or a different book.

A traditional and his lad,
A Bar Mitzvah boy
Kuzaris without candies

And from behind there is a wild rustling and whispering
Headscarves and wigs and hair-do’s

For on the other side of the divide lifts the sensuous sound
The feminine voice

Of the non-counted

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai wept from on high out of sadness, or maybe
happiness, and the rain fell or he wiped a tear

A sigh escaped from my heart

All are thy students, Powerful Hammer, Candle of Israel, Right-hand
Pillar

Bless thy children of all kinds, both religious and secular

Father, oh merciful Father

Be to me a trusted soul-mate

Cushion my heart in your faith

Lend to me awe at the sound of Your Name

TR 10 NIPIM 27 77 1YY K
7D DRI IR NPINNI NIRYD
MNTRNN TRN

(D°97pN *R¥IN)

DMIND DNYR PRIVHIN 9213

290N 17 PN YW1 W 0YN PR PR)
7'75::-1 17p0 Y% 92900

MND MY MY T D) YNIND DR
9932 NP XY

1AN7) 2R 10 RaR
1R U TT9 p
ININRI 727 197

TRV YUY MR 210

DTN PIN2 'nYann 19
DTN WY TV OTIN MTNY
MY VIAT RIN DY 1YNY 2D
07727 M1 MIND YD

q9Y7 TPV MRY NT NTH
wnvn mvbom 2909

0N ‘a’um 2NN YYnmn
1270 %Y 07N 19

n7vIonN VYN YNY) N2
NITRN MY IR N2 MY N9

17911 'n7oNn
nynn 9% 100
DRHNN MNVYN DN

AN Wny wna w2 1inRn
NII901 2IXY) NIRGI NINAVN
YVINN '7'190 D7 79 7a1Yyn

"WIn 2PN Op
11901 RH HY

2R RN N2YNYN 123 ORI 1A 1INY 1237
annwn

NN RIN NYNT IR TP DWYIN

MR N9 725N

PRI TINY ,ORIY? 1) ,PIND WY PTRYD 092
22190 D3 'NT DI NMD Y20 T3 DR 712

1AN70 AR NN RAR
AR WO T Y )
INNNRI 129 197

0V YRYNY 8T 3 10

7. Meir Ariel (1942-1999), A Letter to Dov Elboyim, Sefer HaKtavim

For quite some time now, I've been asked about the phenomenon of
chazarah bi’teshuvah (the return to faith), and | don’t understand what
they want from me.
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| am not a penitent, at least not one about whom they say 'in the place
where penitents stand, the complete righteous ones cannot stand,” such
as one who exploited a widow or an orphan and ceased from doing so. If
you put my back against the wall, | will meekly admit that | have faith in
God, in the law of Moses, and in the People Israel. What | do with it is
really no one's business, as it is not my business what someone else does
for their faith.

| agree with John Lennon and Elton John that whatever let’s you make it
through the night is fine. Money, football, sex, art, fashion, pain pills,
drugs, gambling, media, food - what do | care. What fixes your head is
acceptable to me. In practice, what you believe and do is a religion.
What gives you direction, sense of perspective, self-confidence, and
meaning — is faith. Every person is a believer. It is not possible for any
person to be without some kind of faith, and faith cannot but take some
kind of form and expression. The form of one’s faith is his religion.
Everyone is religious. All forms of faiths have rituals, dress codes,
traditions, codes of conduct, and members with inside information. For
example, ‘I heard behind the scenes [literally, ritual curtain] of FIFA that
they are considering canceling the law of offside and plan to award
points for brilliant tactical moves.’

[...] Now, if one’s actions indicate their belief then it is possible to argue
that any Jew who circumcises his son maintains awe for the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Even if this is the slightest degree of awe,
even if his lifestyle testifies to other forms of faith and he can be easily
confounded by the question, "How does an enlightened person like
yourself, in our advanced and modern times, do such a thing?", still his
awe is true awe when he mutters at the circumcision ritual, "The Lord
reigned, the Lord reigns, the Lord will reign forever and ever," even if he
is a declared liberal, die-heart Communist, sworn rationalist, nouveau
critic. Indeed, none of those present witnessing the circumcision shows
concern for a blessing recited in vain.

Now, if the vast majority of the Jewish people is recognizable through
the Jewish religion — for it is impossible to separate the Jews and their
religion — it must be that the nation is holding fast to its religion — for
otherwise there would be no people. Accordingly, the people can never
really return to a faith the people had never really abandoned. How
much more so, | cannot return to a place where I’'ve never been. The
most | can do is to go to such a place, but who would this interest, and
why. Every person and their pose.

Sorry, what was the question?

Yours in friendship,
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8. Rav Menachem Froman (1945-2013), Rav Froman Passed from this
World — An interview on Arutz Sheva, Uzi Baruch, 04/03/13
http://www.inn.co.il/News/News.aspx/252437

Faith demands that we wait and see, that we remain open, and that we
prepare for surprises. Because there is something that is higher, maybe
what will happen in our world is not what we planned or wanted. To be
religious means to be free, to be liberated from ourselves, from our
ideologies, our plans, our worldview, even if it is a religious worldview. ...
| continue to anticipate redemption, on a national scale as well as on a
personal level, we are all anticipating redemption.
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9. The Hope mpRn .9
Naphtali Herz Imber (1856-1909) 20N P 25097
As long as in the heart, within, nmnNa .3:3'.?3.‘ Y .'7'3
A Jewish soul still yearns, N TN vy
And onward, towards the ends of the East, ;TR NI DRI
An eye still gazes toward Zion; ;MO 19XY Y
Our hope is not yet lost, LJIpR NTIR RY 7Y
The hope of two thousand years, D998 NNY N2 MpRn
To be a free people in our land, SRR VAN DY mvp,b
The land of Zion and Jerusalem. .D?'?\{J'-ﬁ’] 1% PIN




To follow the guiding questions online, click here.

1.
2.

Haredi — Ultra-Orthodox. The literal translation of ‘haredi’ would be ‘quaker’, or ‘trembler’.

The phrase “blessed with children” is now, among other things, a political phrase. It recalls
the fact that large families are eligible for significant government subsidies, far more per child
than small families.

Here the reference is to the religious settlers who value the land of the Bible. The continued
settlement of Biblical lands on the West Bank is, in this song, blamed for Israel’s continuing wars
with her neighbours.

Here Kobi Oz raises a question as to whether Reform Judaism has reformed Judaism, or
created an entirely different religion.

The Khazar nation, that legend has it converted to Judaism after the persuasions of Rabbi
Yehuda Halevi in the Book of the Kuzari, was a blond nation. Sephardi legends have it that the
Ashkenazim are descended from the Kuzaris. The tradition of throwing candies at a Bar Mitzvah

is a Sephardi tradition. Hence if you are a descendent of the Kuzaris, you will be without
candies...
A Jewish prayer guorum, a minyan, requires 10 people to pray together. In orthodox and

ultra-orthodox Judaism, this number refers only to men: women are not counted.

The story of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai that Kobi Oz draws on is from the Babylonian
Talmud Gittin 55b-57a. When the Romans were besieging Jerusalem, extremists were in control
of the population of the Holy City. In order to hasten the coming of the messiah, these zealots
even burned all the food stores of Jerusalem. It was at this point that Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai
decided to sneak out of the city. The Roman commander Vespasian came upon him, and
Yochanan ben Zakkai cried out: “Greetings, Emperor of Rome!” Before Vespasian could explain
to ben Zakkai that he was not the Emperor, a messenger from Rome arrived with the decree
naming Vespasian Emperor. Vespasian was so impressed with ben Zakkai’s prophetic powers, he
offered to grant the Rabbi’s any request. Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai did not ask for Jerusalem to
be saved, or for the Holy Temple to be spared destruction. Instead, he asked for “Yavneh and her
sages” — the permission to establish a Jewish scholars’ academy in the city of Yavneh. In Yavneh,
following the destruction of the Temple by the Romans, these scholars built the Jewish religion
anew. This religion would have no centralizing Temple, nor would it be ruled by the hereditary
Priestly caste: it would be, in Kobi Oz’ words, a privatized religion, interpreted differently in
different places. The multi-denominational, multi-customed Judaism that we know today was set
in motion — so Kobi would maintain — by the fateful decision of Yochanan ben Zakkai.

Kobi Oz sees Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakkai as something of a ‘Patron Saint’ of Pluralism. He is
so pluralist, suggests Kobi, that he even has three names! These three names are given to R
Yochanan Ben Zakkai on his deathbed, by his distraught students, when asking him to bless
them as he weeps. (Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 28b)



