
In his Responsa, Rav Feinstein argues that as
long as a person gains some minimal meas-
ure of kavanah during communal prayer, even
if that level of focus is much less significant
than the one gained in private, the person
must still join public prayer services. 

Various sources speak of the merits and ben-
efits of attending Teffilah b’Tzibur (communal
prayer). 

According to Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi
(1745 – 15, 1812), the founding rebbe of the
Chabad movement, communal prayer is a
form of Kiddush Hashem - sanctifying God’s
Name in public (Shulchan Aruch HaRav,
Orach Chaim 90:17).  By joining others in
prayer, we don’t only fulfill an act of prayer, but
also help promulgate God’s supremacy and
sanctity in a public setting, thus fulfilling an ad-
ditional mitzvah.

According to the Meiri (a 13th century Catalan
Talmudist) communal services create a sacred
space more conducive of proper kavanah on
a regular basis.  Though an individual might
experience greater intensity from time to time
when praying on their own, public prayer of-
fers a setting that consistently strives to inspire
the practitioner through song, call and re-
sponse, and the collective experience of the
community.

In the Mishneh Torah, Maimonides explains
that “The prayer of a community is always
heard, and even if there are sinners [amongst
them], God does not reject the prayers of the
many.” (Mishneh Torah, Prayer and the

Priestly Blessing 8:1)  R. Isaiah Horovitz (c.
1565 – March 24, 1630), commonly known as
Shela ha-Kadosh after the title of his best-
known work, argues that during communal
prayers the Heavens get overwhelmed (as it
were) by the manifold prayers flowing up-
wards. At such times, the Heavenly court is
unable to sift through the various prayers.
This failure to distinguish between the prayers
of the righteous and the not so righteous,
forces the Heavens to accept all prayers.
(Shney Luchot ha-Brit, Tractate Tamid, On
Prayer, 13)

R. Yehudah HaLevi, the well-known Spanish
poet and philosopher (c. 1075 – 1141), offers
the following insight in his magnum opus The
Kuzari: “A community will never pray for a
thing which is hurtful for the individual, while
the latter sometimes prays for something [to
the disadvantage of other individuals, or some
of them may pray for something] that is to his
disadvantage. One of the conditions of prayer,
craving to be heard, is that its object be prof-
itable to the world, and not hurtful in any way.”
In other words, being in the presence of others
keeps our egos and our desires in check.  The
communal setting challenges us to consider
our prayers through a broader perspective,
ensuring that all community members find
their place on the same page, both literally
and figuratively.  

Rav Moshe Feinstein, one of the leading Halakhic authorities of the previous century, was
once asked whether a person can opt out of communal services and pray on their own given
that this person felt that he would gain greater kavanah (focus and intent) by doing so. 
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MIDAH [Virtue/Value]: Hodiyah is gratitude.  To find gratitude in the face of what
we lack is the challenge of this midah.  In describing gratitude, the mussar masters
use the expression hacarat hatov, literally “becoming aware of the good”.  Our
liturgical tradition insists that the Ever-Present One is All Good.  In other words,
as the common Israeli expression has it, kol tuv, “it’s all good.” When we are not
noticing the good, we are not seeing, hearing or attending to the truth of the good-
ness of this present moment. We are likely distracted by our attachments to illu-
sions, misguided expectations, or the whining of our lesser appetites. 

Every time we say the Amida we say a prayer of gratitude, “Modim anachnu lach”.
This can be translated, “We acknowledge with thanks”, because the Hebrew verb
l’hodot means both to thank and to acknowledge. An acknowledgement with
thanks leads to appreciation.  Rabbi Joseph Telushkin teaches that “gratitude is
rooted in remembrance. Therefore we must make a conscious effort to recall how
others have helped us; if we don’t do this, we will forget” (You Shall Be Holy).

All this led me to think about not only what I am grateful for personally, but what
I am grateful for and appreciate at Congregation Beth Israel. Being a part of CBI
is like being part of a family and just like a family, we tend to take many things for
granted and sometimes see the negatives and talk about them more frequently
than the positives. My memory at CBI goes back a long way. It goes back to a
small ramshackle building with an ‘enter at your own risk’ sign on the front door
and a dilapidated kitchen.  I was raising young children at that time and have great
nostalgia for our old Beth Israel, not unlike the Israelites who remembered the
melons of Egypt.

Some of us get nostalgic for those times and others have only experienced CBI
as it is today. 

So I decided to engage in an exercise of hakarat ha tov. (Recognition of the good)
What is it I am grateful for and appreciate at CBI? Here are my top 10:

A rabbi who is a visionary, a leader and a doer. I am appreciative of Rabbi
Cohen who not only teaches with passion, schleps and organizes the
books in our library, but also is available for the bereaved, the sick and
the lonely. And that’s only the beginning. Tov l’hodot!

Maharat Victoria Sutton who has brought her own approach to Torah and
mitzvot to our community and has made education her priority. Tov
l’hodot!

Frayda Gonshor who is aways there when we need her and whose wis-
dom helps to guide and shape us as a community. Tov l’hodot!

A community that prays together and supports each other in times of need
and times of joy. Tov l’hodot!

A building that is both beautiful and welcoming and the people who keep
it that way. Tov l’hodot!

A functioning, esthetic kitchen. Tov l’hodot!

Joelle, the hub of our administration, who always greets us with a smile,
no matter how hectic things get. Tov l’hodot!

Individuals who volunteer to do much-needed physical work of the com-
munity such as checking the eruv, shopping, washing tablecloths, garden-
ing, and schlepping chairs and books.  Tov l’hodot!

A board that takes its job seriously and assumes leadership responsibility. 
Tov l’hodot!

Witnessing a new generation of young people and families, including
some who grew up at CBI, who are now entering into the life of the com-
munity as adults. Tov l’hodot! We are truly blessed.

In recent years CBI’s weekday communal
services have grown in numbers, allowing us
to partake in some of these blessings.
Through the devotion of many of our regulars,
our partnership with the East Bay Chabad,
and our good relations with members of sev-
eral local congregations, we are truly fortunate
to be the only public setting in the East Bay
that offers three reliable services each day
during the winter months.  

As we have seen, communal prayer has many
important merits: it is a form of Kiddush
Hashem; it creates a public space that in-
duces greater kavanah; it is a type of service
that cannot be rejected by the Heavens; and
it invites us as a community to get on the
same page in terms of our hopes and aspira-
tions.  Attending weekday services also allows
us to extend the sanctity we experience so
powerfully in our sanctuary each and every
Shabbat into the rest of the week, creating a
link between these islands of sacred time and
communal space.  

May our joining together always sanctify the
Name of the Holy One, deepen our devotional
intentions, and always bring us closer to each
other and closer together. 

Before Thanksgiving this year I spent some time thinking about what it means to be
thankful. When I looked up the Jewish Midah of gratitude this is what I found:

From Irene Resnikoff, President From the Rabbi continued from p. 1
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And that’s probably a good thing, because it has been a very long jour-
ney to get to this point today. The windows for above the aron (ark)
were naturally the first priority, so those got my attention first. We in-
stalled them during Chanukah in 2010. 

Looking back at my files, I realized that I’d already started working on
designs for this window even before the other windows were installed.
In fact, I was even more surprised to see that the first doodlings I ever
did involved both a star and pomegranates.  So how did it take almost
five years to get from here to there?

When I first started thinking about this window, I realized that it was a
completely different project from the windows over the aron on almost
every level.  

First, the aron windows could typically be seen only by the shul’s own
congregants while inside the sanctuary, mostly during moments of
prayer, learning, or reflection—they performed no particular public
function.  

Second, they were often in a congregant’s line of sight for several
hours at a time, regularly, over a period of many years.  So there was
plenty of time for contemplation, for concepts embedded in the window
to emerge over time, for details to be revealed organically, for everyone
eventually to see it in every possible light.  

Third, the windows over the aron are backlit by the sun by day, during
the times they were most likely to be seen; the fact that they would not
be very visible at other times, during the nighttime, did not significantly
affect any of their primary functions.

But this window would be seen only from the outside, by congregants

entering the building, and by both congregants and the general public
passing by the shul in cars and on foot.  Thus, its core functions would
be much more related not only to issues of our identity as a commu-
nity—in the sense of who we perceive ourselves to be, or aspire to
be—but also to identification—how we are and want to be perceived
by the world.  

Fourth, any viewings of this window would likely be very brief—a quick
hit, then you’re either already inside, or past the building entirely.  No
sitting and gazing, no lazy unwindings of meaning….Whatever iden-
tity/identification functions it might perform would have to be essentially
instantaneous.

Finally, this window presented lighting challenges that the aron windows
did not.  I wanted it to be beautiful in the day, of course, and to be beau-
tiful even when it was an overcast day. But I also wanted it to be beau-
tiful at night, when (I hoped), it could be backlit by a light on a timer.
But the challenge of making it a window for “all the days of your life”—
at least the days and the nights – was brought home to me early on,
when I started looking trying to find images of exterior stained glass
windows in synagogues.  And surprise, surprise…..there were very,
very few.  And of those, I didn’t find any that were designed to be viewed
only from the outside.

Now, the design team at our shul had already done a lot of work to an-
ticipate these issues:  there were skylights above the space where the
window would be, and a sort of crawl space platform with electrical
outlets.  Still, when I put up the first test pieces of glass up there (taped
to a round piece of glass the same size as the window), it was a little
disheartening.  Some of the blue and red glass samples that had
looked beautiful on my light table in the workshop looked almost black
when put up in the space. Some colors that looked completely different

Some people might not know that when the shul asked me to create the windows over the aron kodesh
as part of the remodeling project, it also asked me to build a window to fit in the round space above
Bancroft street entrance to the shul.  

Dedication of Façade Window by Artist and Creator
Andrea Brott
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from each other on the light table looked the same up in the space;
some textures that were very distinct on the light table became almost
completely flat up there.

But I’m actually getting ahead a little of myself.  Because between
the time I first started doodling, and looking at images of synagogue
windows online and the time we started testing glass samples this
past spring, four years had passed….What was I doing all that time?
Before I began tackling the glass choice and lighting questions, I
struggled with the issues of design and function.  After looking at im-
ages from other synagogues from around the world and across the
centuries, my first instinct was to make a star of David.  Someone
could undoubtedly write a whole thesis on the history of the star of
David—and quite a few people probably already have—but I just
want to hit on a couple of points about what drew me to it for this win-
dow.  The six-pointed star—beyond being just a beautiful shape—
with six compartments in its tips and one in the center, can represent
the seven spiritual building blocks of the world:  gevurah (strength,
discipline), tiferet (beauty, glory — the top point), chesed (kindness),
hod (majesty, splendor), yesod (foundation — in the center), netzach
(endurance, eternity), and malchut (kingdom — the bottom point).  All
of creation is a reflection of these attributes.  And the double triangles
that make up the star can also represent the union of G-d, Torah, and
the Jewish people.  The star of David also seems to be a symbol that
the outside world had associated with Judaism for a long time (mak-
ing that quick “hit” of identification possible) – it appears as a deco-
rative motif at least as early as the 3rd-4th century C.E. in a synagogue
in the Galil. 

As importantly, the choice of a star seemed particularly appropriate
for this space because, if you’ve been around a while, you’ll remem-
ber that there actually used to be a star there.  Not a window, but a
simple star shape, made of wood.  Which is why our shul logo already
has a star there….not prophecy, but history!  And the idea of some-
how incorporating that tradition into our new building design held a
lot of appeal for me.  

So I worked on various kinds of stars.  Not quite as many stars as
there are in the sky, but hundreds.  But none of them seemed quite
right.

And then, the Design Committee floated the idea to me that maybe
we shouldn’t commit to a star design at all without exploring other
possibilities.  Maybe there was room for more subtlety, more range.
At any rate, I was happy to see where that idea led me creatively…
.So I spent a couple of more years on non-star designs, mostly vari-
ations on a ner tamid (eternal flame) theme and some riffs on the
etz chaim (tree of life).  Some of those designs I really loved, and
maybe you’ll see them someday, in some other context.

Ultimately, however, the power of the star design to solve the chal-
lenges involving identity/identification and the challenges involving
the “quick hit” reality of the site won the day.  And the star would con-
nect the new window to the three aron windows, which each have a
blue star on top, and in which, if you look at the blue parts that are
not part of those blue stars, you may be able to imagine them as part
of a large blue-tipped star, half-risen from below the horizon.  

So I went back to star designs, and to a more geometric take on the
original designs.  And I worked on trying to solve the glass choice
problems I talked about before; what glass combinations would look

good both with strong light and with weak light in back, and what
glasses (like the iridescent ones you’ll only notice when its foggy)
could compensate for very low light.  I also added all of the round
pieces to the design, to create more light coming through the design
as a whole.  I went to every glass store in the Bay Area looking for
the perfect glasses, and when I couldn’t find everything I needed, my
glass rebbe and I spent a day digging through her storage space in
Walnut Creek looking at even more glass.  And eventually, I came up
with something like the window you see now - 7 colors of glass, one
kind of jewel, one kind of bevel, and 126 pieces in the outer star.

Throughout this period, I left the center star blank.  I felt like that cen-
ter part was going to be different from the outer star, and important in
ways that I could not immediately pinpoint, but that the particulars
were not something I could decide on in advance.  In fact, this idea
of the blank center comes up in Moshe’s description of the Torah, in
the portion we read during the week the window was dedicated.

“For it is not an empty thing for you, for it is your life, and through
this matter shall you prolong your days on the Land to which you
cross the Jordan, to possess it.”  

So I imagined and trusted that what was supposed to be there would
come as in moments of epiphany….and that’s pretty much what hap-
pened.” From my forays into the various ner tamid and etz chaim de-
signs, it became clearer to me that if the regular geometry of the outer
star represented the solidness of the structure and framework in which
we lived – our Torah – then the center of the star – our hearts, and the
heart of our Torah – needed to be something alive, that grows and
changes and renews itself inside the structure of Torah.  And so I began
to think about trees and plants and leaves and fruits.  And I drew pic-
tures of leaves, and then of branches, and then of berries, and then of
larger fruits.  And then it came to me – something that seems so obvi-
ous in hindsight – that the tree should be a pomegranate tree.  The
shape of pomegranates would be much more distinctive and quickly
recognizable in the small space of the inner star (which has 78 pieces,
but is only six inches wide), and it would create a connection between
this window and the aron pomegranate windows that I had wanted to
make from the very beginning.  These tiny pomegranates in a tree,
captured in a single moment of time, would invite people into the sanc-
tuary, where the aron pomegranate windows would allude to the even
greater depths of Torah as experienced over time, over the cycles of
the holidays, and in an attitude of prayer and contemplation. 

So I would have ended my reflections here, except for something I
noticed over Yom Kippur that seemed so startling, and so apt, that I
really want to share it today.  During the Musaf tefilah, during the Avo-
dah section, there is a beautiful piyut call “Mareh Cohen”—the coun-
tenance of the High Priest.  It’s basically a series of similes that try to
describe the nature of the beauty of the face of the Kohen Gadol (the
High Priet) as he emerges, radiant and at peace, from the Holy of
Holies, on Yom Kippur, having successfully completed his tasks.  And
as I heard these similes chanted, I was struck by how easily I could
relate these ancient concepts of a beautiful light that shines from
within to what I was trying to achieve with this window.  Let me just
share a few of them (I’ve borrowed some of the English translation
from the Koren machzor):

Like the image of a rainbow, appearing in the midst of cloud, was the
countenance of the priest. 

continued on page 5
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Like the rose in the heart of a lovely garden, was the countenance
of the  pries t. Like the Venus star on the eastern horizon, was the
countenance of the priest. Like a lamp flickering between the win-
dow slats, was the countenance of the priest. Like a room hung with
sky blue and royal purple, was the countenance of the priest. Like
those watching the sun rise over the land, was the countenance of
the priest.

Over and over, we see that holy combination of color and light.  So
on this exciting day, when this particular avodah (l’havdil) that you
have enabled me to perform for my beloved shul is over – or at least
entering a new phase – I hope you will always associate any joy it
might bring you with the ancient joy of connecting with Hashem de-
picted in this piyut (liturgical poem), and that you will let this new
window beckon you inside, to a deeper sense of connection to our
living Torah and to the Holy One who gave it to us as a gift for all
time.     

As an addendum, I would like to say a few thank-you’s…first, to
Rabbi Cohen, who graciously asked me to say a few words here.
And to all of you, for entrusting me with this holy task, for creating
and participating in this simcha (joyous celebration), and especially
to Alan Finkelstein for his gift of catering, and for all of the wonderful

feedback you’ve given me over the years about the windows over
the aron.  To my glass rebbe, Bonney Wasson, who wisely and pa-
tiently guided me through the challenges of all of the shul windows,
and prevented me from making disastrous errors that you will fortu-
nately never know about. To Lois Marcus, who gave this project a
little jump start at a crucial moment. To the Design Committee –
Steven Silberblatt, Denise Resnikoff, and Kathleen Bloom – who
found that delicate balance between giving me precious artistic free-
dom and giving me gentle input and feedback that enabled us finally
to reach this day.  And last, to my dear friend Michael Feiner, who
has had my back from day one, and without whose initial vision and
steady support, these windows would not exist.  

Thank you.

Dedication continued from p. 4

An evening of Dance and Discussion transformed CBI into a dance
venue on November 8 for a women’s evening of performance and
discussion with Israeli dancer and choreographer, Miriam Engel, and
CBI member, Leah Kahn. It was an intimate event, co-sponsored by
CBI Sisterhood and Berkeley Hadassah. Miriam Engel founded her
own company and dance school in Jerusalem, Angela Dance Com-
pany and Merhav Mechol (Dance Space). Leah had danced with
Miriam while living in Israel. Much like high tech, Israel is a leading
country in the field of modern dance. Leah broughtMiriam and her
company to the Bay Area for a series of performances and discus-
sions at Hillel and other venues.

The evening opened with Leah and Miriam each performing pieces
they had choreographed. The audience was then treated to a rare
glimpse into the performances, as they shared backgrounds and
answered questions about their pieces. The performance and dis-
cussion gave a lens into personal struggles and growth, with life and
culture in Israel as the backdrop. The themes of identity and home
also ran through the pieces, in a way that is relatable to the larger
human condition. 

Leah’s piece, entitled Comfort Zone, asks: What happens when we
push ourselves beyond our limits by leaving the places that are safe
and familiar? Heading into the unknown can be challenging, yet
transformative. Leah spoke about her experience of making aliyah,
and returning to the US. Although life in Israel often pushed Leah
out of her comfort zone, she noted that she found it less of a struggle
to be a dancer and observant Jew in Israel than in the US. Leah-
continues to dance with local choreographers in the Bay Area- most

recently, Rogelio Lopez, andin an upcoming piece about climate
change by Nina Haft.

Miriam performed a short excerpt from her work, “Bli yadayim” “No
hands”. The work came outof a period in Miriam’s life in which she
injured her shoulder and did not know if she would continue to dance.
No hands is a double entendre, referring both to the experience of
physical limitations, and the courage to jump back in without fear, like
a child riding their bicycle “bli yadayim”.

In addition to her company, Miriam, who is a secular Israeli, teaches
dance to Haredi women in Jerusalem. These classes culminate in
women-only performances in the Haredi community.  This added
another fascinating angle to the discussion, as Miriam described the
interplay of creative expression and tradition.Thanks to these
women for shedding light on the flourishing Modern Dance scene
in Israel and the richness of emotion and human experience being
conveyed in Israel through dance.

An Evening of Dance & Discussion
By Maharat Victoria Sutton



Death is a highly uncomfortable and awkward subject. As a result, most
people do all they can to avoid it altogether. While we would prefer to see
ourselves as living forever, the Torah instructs us that in fact, reflecting
on our mortality and being mindful of our transience are critical to living
an inspired life and making the most of each day. Indeed, it is for this rea-
son that Shlomo HaMelech, the wisest of all men, encouraged us to prefer
spending time in a house of mourning to spending it in a house of cele-
bration.

Overcoming the taboo and talking about death is not only important to
inspire how we live life, but is actually an act of love and devotion to
those who we will ultimately leave behind. A few years ago, a woman in
our community died suddenly. She was never married and had no chil-
dren, but I remembered that she had a brother. I went to her home and
rifled through paperwork in an effort to find his information so that I could
inform him of the terrible news. It took a significant amount of time to
make contact with him and even longer to ascertain what arrangements
she had made.

We usually think about the chesed aspect of death as the loving, affec-
tionate care the living show the deceased. However, there is a great
chesed the deceased can show the living. The more the deceased has
planned, organized, and communicated his or her wishes, the less spec-
ulation, conflict, and compounded pain the bereaved will face at their
time of loss and grief. Put simply, it is not only negligent but also unkind
not to have one’s “matters in order,” no matter how young or healthy he
or she may presently be, or how uncomfortable it may be to think about
and prepare for death. None of us would ever intentionally cause or con-
tribute to the pain or anguish of our family members. Yet failing to pre-
pare is preparing to at best complicate and, more likely, compound the
pain of our loved ones when we are gone.

The National Association for Chevra Kadisha (NASCK) has dedicated
this Shabbos, Parshas Vayechi, to generating awareness and educating
the Jewish community on end-of-life decisions. Boca Raton Synagogue
is proudly participating along with over 300 Shuls in North America. My
class this Shabbos afternoon will be on the topic of “Mausoleums, Cre-
mations & Metal Caskets: What are the Rules of Jewish Burial and
Why?” and I hope you will join me.

In the spirit of promoting awareness, mindfulness, and preparation, please
consider, for the sake of your family, arranging the following as soon as pos-
sible:

ICE – Upon arriving at the scene of an accident or emergency, para-
medics are trained to look at the patient’s cell phone for an ICE – an In
Case of Emergency entry that lists emergency contacts. Access to the
right person and the right information can be the difference between
life and death. Add an ICE entry to your cell phone phonebook imme-
diately and consider downloading an ICE app that will allow access to
your emergency contact(s) even when your phone is locked.

Life Insurance – Both Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe Orach Chaim
2:111) and Rav Ovadiah Yosef (Yechaveh Daat 3:85) were asked if pur-
chasing life insurance reflects a lack of faith and trust in Hashem. They
responded that as long as one remembers that it is Hashem who em-

powered us with the wisdom to create life insurance and enabled us
with this tool to protect our families, it is absolutely permitted and ap-
propriate. They extend this endorsement to fire, theft, and car insurance
as well. Nobody ever plans to be diagnosed with a terminal illness or
to be the victim of a fatal accident. We cannot predict when our end
will come, but we can plan so that the pain of our loss will not be com-
pounded by financial instability, hardship and disaster.

Disability Insurance – Life insurance can provide for one’s family mem-
bers if they pass away, but what would happen if he or she suffered a
debilitating injury or an incapacitating illness precluding the ability to work
and provide an income? Disability insurance is only a luxury if it is never
needed. We pray it will never be a necessity, but we would be foolish not
to have it in case.

Halachik Living Will & Health Care Proxy – A myriad of complicated
questions can arise in medical treatment, particularly at the end of life.
This legal document empowers the patient to determine in advance
what choices he or she would prefer within the halachikly approved al-
ternatives. Moreover, rather than leaving wishes and desires ambiguous
so that others are guessing and speculating, this document spells them
out. Additionally, instead of conflict arising over how decisions are
reached or which halachik authority should be consulted, the halachik
living will documents the decision-making process and sequence. This
is not a document for the old or infirm. Every adult should have one on
record and it should be reviewed and updated every few years and as
circumstances demand.

Will – Don’t leave loved ones guessing or fighting over how you want your
assets divided. You work hard for your money and it should be properly
distributed among family, friends, and charities in a thoughtful, intentional
and halachikly approved manner. If you still have minor children, identify
who will be responsible for them and ask their permission to stipulate
such in your will.

Ethical Will – In this week’s parsha, Yaakov anticipates his demise and
calls his family around his death bed in order to give them each bless-
ings and charge them as a family. Throughout the millennia, prominent
rabbis and leaders have recorded ethical wills communicating their val-
ues, vision, and passions to the next generation. Don’t just leave chil-
dren and grandchildren financial assets. Leave them your vision for
who they could be and the most important values you hope they will
pursue.

Burial Arrangements – Where do you want to be buried? Do you want
a chapel service or a graveside service? Who would you like to offici-
ate? Does your family know that you want a shomer, tahara, a halachik
burial and for them to sit a full shiva and say kaddish? Have you bought
a plot and purchased a “pre-need” package with a funeral home which
is significantly less expensive that needing to buy it “at need?” Record
your burial wishes in detail, including important biographical information
that you would hope to be included in your eulogy, such as the major
influences in your life and things you were most grateful for.

Organized File – Perhaps most importantly, gather all of the above doc-
umentation and place it in a clearly designated place that your loved

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg, Boca Raton Synagogue

Failing to Prepare is Preparing 
for Your Family to Fail
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In the early mid 50’s my mother’s grandparents were expelled from
Egypt. Falsely accused of espionage for the Zionist State, they were
given a short amount of time to leave the country. Their home and
material wealth and possessions were mostly confiscated by the au-
thorities. Left with no choice, they made Aliyah via Italy (as direct
travel to Israel, was forbidden at the time) a few days later.

About a year after that, in 1956 my mother’s family joined them in Is-
rael, also via Italy. My mom was five at the time. Her ears were
pierced prior to the family’s exodus, as that was the only permissible
way to leave the country with gold (my mom refuses to wear earrings
to this day, now so many decades later, thus revealing the scars of
that childhood experience).

My grandparents never forgot or forgave “the Arabs.”

They never forgot because they never missed an opportunity to lov-
ingly recall their life in Egypt (as the Israelites did in the desert). In-
deed, they always enjoyed watching an Arab film on TV (as they still
do) and they never abandoned the language of their so called ene-
mies. And yet, they also never forgave. Politically, my maternal grand-
parents always stood right of center and their comments at times
revealed a sense of realpolitik (at best) and deep prejudice (at worst).
As their grandson and as a child who grew up in Israel in the 80’s, I
am certain that I have inherited their deep sense of kinship with our
cousins/enemies as well as sense of distrust of our enemies/cousins.

Recently, my grandmother told me that on their last night in Egypt
she was visited by her Egyptian neighbor. The neighbor came to com-
fort my grandmother, only to discover that she herself (the neighbor)
needed to be comforted. “You see,” the neighbor told my grand-
mother, “You have where to go...But where will we go?”

The current refugee crisis is certainly complex, potentially raising feel-
ings of both familiarity and disdain, kinship and prejudice. While it
may touch upon painful memories of the past and raw experiences
of the present, it can also deepen our appreciation of that past, open
our hearts to its religious and moral implications, and our eyes to a
different vision of a shared tomorrow.

We who had “where to go” must ultimately choose, with wisdom, the
same open and welcoming path that not so long ago allowed us (or
our families) to have a sense of home and land yet again - this time
as hosts instead of fleeing refugees.

Our local JFCS has established a fund and offers important services
that can be viewed on their website (www.jfcs-eastbay.org). Please
support their work.

Here is a recent statement released by the Orthodox Union:

“Today, the leadership of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega-
tions of America issued the following statement:

The heinous attacks in Paris this week demonstrate that ISIS, and
other similar militant Islamic terrorist groups, have both the desire
and means to strike terror in the capitals of the Western world.
Clearly, this must impact the manner in which the United States
considers the acceptance of refugees from Syria and other war-
torn countries in the Middle East. While most of those refugees are
innocent bystanders whose lives have been wrecked by ISIS and
similar groups, security concerns are real and serious. We cannot
be naive in our assessment of the determination of terrorists to ex-
ploit the refugee crisis. And we should limit immigration to those in-
dividuals who share our American ideals and aspirations.

However, we also must recognize that the majority of these
refugees are fleeing terror themselves—violence like we have wit-
nessed in Paris. They are families, women, and children who are
running for their lives. We cannot and should not blame them for the
actions of an evil terrorist organization. The Jewish community has
an important perspective on this debate. Just a few decades ago,
refugees from the terror and violence in Hitler’s Europe sought
refuge in the United States and were turned away due to suspicions
about their nationality. In fact, the Jewish immigrants that ultimately
came to these shores fully adopted American values and have con-
tributed greatly to the fabric of our great nation of immigrants.

Thus, we encourage a sensible process of reviewing and enhanc-
ing security. Neither partisan politics nor xenophobia can have a
place in that debate. While security concerns must be paramount,
our focus as a nation should be on “getting to yes.” Congress and
the Executive Branch should review the screening program for
refugees and strengthen it as appropriate. The process under
which individuals can enter the U.S. on tourist or student visas
should be reviewed as well. America has both the creativity and
compassion to successfully address the competing considerations
and we urge our political leaders to work toward achieving this deli-
cate balance.”

By Rabbi Yonatan Cohen

“You Have Where To Go” 
Reflections on the World Refugee Crisis

ones are aware of and have access to. Include your doctors and their
contact information, your bank accounts, safety deposit box, insur-
ance information, brokers, etc. so that nobody will be left guessing
and searching for important information when it is needed.

You may be reading this thinking it is excellent advice for someone
else, for the elderly or the sick and infirm. But being responsible and
planning appropriately is for every adult, every married person and
certainly for every parent or grandparent. Don’t only consider making
all of these arrangements yourself, but plan to speak to your children

and grandchildren about their making such arrangements for them-
selves as well. Such preparations and arrangements are not taught
in school. They rely on you to provide guidance and support in these
areas. Not only is communicating these ideas to your children and
grandchildren the right thing to do, but it is also in your interest, for
their failure to plan, would likely become your emergency. May we all
merit to live full and meaningful lives realizing great longevity. In the
meantime, let’s show our loved ones how much we care by making
the proper preparations now, so they won’t have to later.

Failing continued from p. 6



By Maharat Victoria Sutton

Nehama Rogozen Profile
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Although she grew up in Cleveland, Nehama Rogozen has strong
roots in California.  She was born in Sacramento where she lived until
the age of two, and then in Foster City until the age of five.  In fact,
her first memory is of the 1989 earthquake. Her grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and cousins all live in the Bay Area.  When she was a child,
her parents relocated to Cleveland.  Nehama’s father was the head-
master at the Solomon Schechter School that she and her younger
sister attended.  Of her childhood in Cleveland, Nehama relates, “The
school, shul and our home were all really close. We lived on ‘Rabbi
Row’ - rabbi, cantor, educator”.

After high school, Nehama spent a year in Israel, studying on the Nativ
College Leadership Program. She then attended the University of Mary-
land, where she met fellow CBI member Laya Cooperman.  Both of
them were philosophy minors and in the same class. While at Maryland,
Nehama majored in Government and Politics, and had the opportunity
to intern for her state Senator on Capitol Hill. She went to India with
American Jewish World Service (AJWS), a trip that shifted her focus
toward international development.  “That one summer really set me on
a path” she tells, “and in the past 7 years I have travelled and lived in a
number of places. I like to travel, and I’m very lucky I get to do it for my
career.”

After graduating from college in 2010, Nehama went to the Philip-
pines to do the Peace Corps.  She said, “It’s the hardest thing I have
ever done, but definitely the most meaningful and impactful.  I did
community and youth development, trainings like swimming, leader-
ship, micro-credit.  But, it was hard Jewishly, as the closest shul was
in Manila, which was a 3 hour bus ride and then a flight away.” Ne-
hama moved here for the Master of Development Practice at UC
Berkeley. Along with her studies, Nehama is currently working on a
project in India with a tea company that is a social enterprise for eth-
ically sourced tea.

When she first arrived, Nehama stayed with Glenn and Judy Mas-
sarano (Judy’s sister is married to her family’s rabbi in Cleveland).
The Massarano’s brought Nehama to CBI on Shabbat, and she was

“blown away.”  That Shabbat she met some folks at a meal and just
“fell into” the community. “I didn’t anticipate that,” admits Nehama,
“but I am so glad that it happened. I hadn’t anticipated being so com-
fortable in an Orthodox shul.”  While at the University of Maryland,
Nehama was part of a committee to organize a pluralist minyan as
well as the conservative minyan.  Similarly, in Berkeley, she got in-
volved with Minyan Dafna.

There are other pluses to living in Berkeley:  “I get to see my family
more.  The added benefit is that my parents come out to visit more,
because of all of the family, and then they come see me as a side
visit. No one liked to come to Cleveland because of the weather.” Ne-
hama also enjoys hiking, reading, cooking and making up recipes
from scratch. Being in Berkeley, there is a lot of good produce to en-
courage culinary creativity. “I love Berkeley,” says Nehama. “After
one and half years here, I keep waiting for the honeymoon period to
end, but so far, it hasn’t happened.” 

Our Teens in Action
Over the past few months, our CBI teens have  been busy!

Ice Cream & Ice Breakers with Lital and Yael, our Bnot Sherut • Movie Night in the Sukkah, co-sponsored by NCSY
Teen Lunches, hosted by the Cohen/Gonshors and Sutton/Brelows
Middle-schoolers Cook for the Berkeley Men's Shelter, co-sponsored by NCSY 



Gan Shalom’s First Parent Work Day and 
Education Brunch
On Sunday, November 15, Gan Shalom parents
came together and cleaned the school, did some
small repairs and listened to a presentation by Gan
teachers Inbal Cohen-Sadi and Tati Argue entitled
“Do You See What I See”, attempting to answer the
age old question: “What does my child do all day at
school, and just as importantly — why?” Here is a lit-
tle taste of what parents learned about our children’s
busy activities at Gan. 

Working in small groups—Table work 
Goals: practicing sharing, taking turns (i.e., expand-
ing beyond “me”), teamwork, observing each other,
negotiating. Understanding the spatial needs of oth-
ers, and how this affects behavior, communication
and social interactions. Use of manipulatives in-
volves sorting by different categories, counting, and
pattern recognition—all pre-math skills. 

Indoor gross motor skills:  Building with large
blocks/cylinders and boards
Goals:  exploring team work and physics. Gauging
the force needed to lift an object. Practicing balance
and coordination, learning how confidence comes
with mastery.

Color mixing activity: Water colors, eye droppers
and ice cube trays
Goals: developing fine motor coordination, building

focus and concentration and waiting for a turn. This
encourages self-regulation and observation of others. 

Gardening: Science
Goals: Hypothetical thinking, observation and draw-
ing conclusions, e.g., does putting the egg shells in
the ground produce a plant?  Understanding seeds
and how they grow. 

Kitchen and Water Play
Goals: Learning through imitation and practice. The
children develop fine motor skills and concentration.
They learn how to estimate and measure volume
through the practice of pouring into different contain-
ers and observing water pressure and velocity.

Shabbat Circle and Torah Stories
Goals: Connecting to our rich tradition through nar-
rative and storytelling, learning with the stories’ char-
acters, who made mistakes and also did mitzvot and
helped others. 

Art activities
Goals:  practicing close observation and examina-
tion of objects in our world, both visually and
tactilely.  

As you can see, preschool is a busy place, full of
learning as well as fun, joy and love. It was a day of
giving parents a taste of that wonder and excitement
that happens at Gan Shalom every day.  

From Laura Lipman

Gan Shalom
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Parent Work Day and 
Education Brunch

Yard Clean Up

Mishloach Manot
Is Coming from Gan!
Details to come.

Gan Shalom is accepting applications for the 2016-2017 academic year. 
Email gsberkeley@gmail.com



FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHT (FNL)
January 15 to January 16th • San Francisco. 
High schoolers celebrate Shabbat and come skate with us in the heart of Union Square. Enjoy friends, food and a lot of Ruach.
Meeting: Friday at 4:00 pm at Adath Israel, 1851 Noriega St, San Francisco. End: Saturday night at 10:00 pm at Powell St Bart station.
Fee: $35 per person. Sign up at norcal.ncsy.org/events. No one will be turned away due to lack of funds. For more information please con-
tact cohena@ncsy.org or 310.978.5813.

NCSY JUMP HIGH
January 18th at Trapeze Arts. Middle schoolers come fly with us on the Trapeze. Drop off is Monday at 9:30 am at 1822 9th St, Oakland.
Pick up is at 1:30 pm.

NCSY TAP
Tuesdays at 7:30 PM from February 2nd to March 8th at the Jewish Federation, 2121 Allston Way, Berkeley. Teen Advocacy Program is a six
week program in which high schoolers will learn about the legislative process, choose and research bills they are passionate about, and
lobby on March 8 in Sacramento. Apply at norcal.ncsy.org/events until January 18th. For more information please
contact cohena@ncsy.org or 310.978.5813.

SKIBBATON
February 12th to February 14th at Lake Tahoe. 9th-12th graders celebrate Shabbat, learn and come ski with us at the Granlibakken Re-
sort. Starting Friday  8:30 AM at BJC Oakland. Ends: Sunday at 11:00 pm at BJC Oakland. Early Bird Price (until 11:59 pm on January
21st): $265. Regular Price (after 12:00 am on January 22nd): $320. Sign up at norcal.ncsy.org/events . For more information please con-
tact cohena@ncsy.org or 310.978.5813.

Thank you so much for your cooperation in supporting and inspiring 
our community’s next generation. Here are some exciting upcoming events.

Rabbi Avia Cohen • Nor-Cal NCSY Director
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Many commandments need to be performed during particular times of the day; here is a list of those times
All times are for Berkeley, Pacific Standard Time until March 13, when Daylight Savings Time begins

Times for Action

Week of                                                                       January 2             January 9              January 16            January 23            January 30
Alot Ha’Shachar Dawn                                               6:13 am                 6:13 am                  6:11 am                  6:08 am                  6:03 am
Neitz-Sunrise                                                              7:25 am                 7:25 am                  7:23 am                  7:20 am                  7:15 am
Latest ideal time for the morning Sh’ma                 9:49 am                 9:51 am                  9:51 am                  9:51 am                  9:49 am
Latest time for prayer Tefilah                                    10:37 am               10:39 am                10:40 am                10:41 am                10:40 am
Mincha GedolahEarliest time for Mincha                 12:37 pm               12:41 pm                12:44 pm                12:46 pm                12:48 pm
Sh’kia Sunset                                                              5:01 pm                 5:08 pm                  5:15 pm                  5:22 pm                  5:30 pm
Tzeit Ha’kochavim  Nightfall                                     5:43 pm                 5:50 pm                  5:57 pm                  6:04 pm                  6:12 pm

Week of                                                                       February 6           February 13           February 20              February 27
Alot Ha’Shachar Dawn                                               5:57 am                 5:50 am                  5:41 am                  5:32 am
Neitz-Sunrise                                                              7:09 am                 7:02 am                  6:53 am                  6:44 am
Latest ideal time for the morning Sh’ma                 9:46 am                 9:43 am                  9:38 am                  9:33 am
Latest time for prayer Tefilah                                    10:39 am               10:36 am                10:33 am                10:29 am
Mincha GedolahEarliest time for Mincha                 12:50 pm               12:50 pm                12:51 pm                12:50 pm
Sh’kia Sunset                                                              5:38 pm                 5:45 pm                  5:53 pm                  6:00 pm
Tzeit Ha’kochavim  Nightfall                                     6:20 pm                 6:27 pm                  6:35 pm                  6:42 pm

Week of                                                                       March 5                March 12               March 19               March 26
Alot Ha’Shachar Dawn                                               5:22 am                 5:12 am                  6:01 am                  5:51 am
Neitz-Sunrise                                                              6:34 am                 6:24 am                  7:13 am                  7:03 am
Latest ideal time for the morning Sh’ma                 9:27 am                 9:21 am                  10:15 am                10:09 am
Latest time for prayer Tefilah                                    10:25 am               10:21 am                11:16 am                11:11 am
Mincha GedolahEarliest time for Mincha                 12:50 pm               12:49 pm                1:47 pm                  1:46 pm
Sh’kia Sunset                                                              6:07 pm                 6:14 pm                  7:21 pm                  7:27 pm
Tzeit Ha’kochavim  Nightfall                                     6:49 pm                 6:56 pm                  8:03 pm                  8:09 pm

Weekday Services
SHACHARIT

Monday-Friday • 6:30 am
Sunday & Legal Holidays • 8:00 am

MINCHA/MA’ARIV

Five minutes after candlelighting

Shabbat Services
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat
5 minutes after candlelighting

Morning Service
9:15 am
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Calendar

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM PARSHAT VA’EIRA
Friday and Saturday, January 8th – 9th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:49 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:55 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:40 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:50 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 5:50 pm

Women’s Mincha and Seudah Shelishit: January 9
Please see Tamara Beliak if you are interested in partici-
pating, reading Torah, teaching or sponsoring seudah shel-
ishit.

ROSH CHODESH SHEVAT
Sunday night & Monday, January 10th – 11st
Shacharit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 am

SHABBAT PARSHAT BO
Friday and Saturday, January 15th – 16th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:56 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:00 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:45 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:55 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 5:57 pm

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
Monday, January 18th
Shacharit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:00 am

SHABBAT SHIRAH PARSHAT BESHALACH
Friday and Saturday, January 22nd & 23rd
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:03 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:05 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:45 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:00 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 6:04 pm

TU B’SHEVAT
Sunday night & Monday, January 24th – 25th
SHABBAT PARSHAT YITRO
Shabbat Shalem with Dr. Elie Holzer
Friday and Saturday, January 29th – 30th
Candle Lighting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:11 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:15 pm
Shabbat Dinner at CBI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:30 pm
Followed by learning with Dr. Elie Holzer
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am

Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:45 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:10 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 6:11 pm

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM PARSHAT MISHPATIM
Friday and Saturday, February 5th – 6th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:19 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:25 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:45 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:15 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 6:18 pm

ROSH CHODESH ADAR 
Mon. night, Tues. & Wed., February 8th – 10th
Shacharit on Friday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 am

SHABBAT PARSHAT TERUMAH
Friday and Saturday, February 12th – 13th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:26 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:30 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:50 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:20 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 6:25 pm

SHABBAT PARSHAT TETZAVEH
Friday and Saturday, February 19th – 20th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:34 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:35 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:50 pm 
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:30 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends  . . . . . . . . 6:33 pm

PURIM KATAN
Tuesday, February 23rd

SHABBAT PARSHAT KI TISA
Friday and Saturday, February 26th – 27th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:41 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:45 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:50 pm
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:35 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends after  . . . . .6:39 pm
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SHABBAT MEVARCHIM SHEKALIM PARSHAT
VAYAKHEL
Friday and Saturday, March 4th – 5th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:48 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:50 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:50 pm
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:45 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends after  . . . . .6:46 pm

ROSH CHODESH ADAR II
Wed. night, Thurs. & Fri, March 9th – 11th
Shacharit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 am

SHABBAT PARSHAT PEKUDEI
Friday and Saturday, March 11th – 12th
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:55 pm
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:50 pm
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:55 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends after  . . . . .6:53 pm

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 13

SHABBAT PARSHAT VAYIKRA
Friday and Saturday, March 18th – 19th
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 pm
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:02 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:40 pm
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends after  . . . . .8:00 pm

FAST OF ESTHER – TA’ANIT ESTHER
Wednesday, March 23rd
Fast begins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:46 am
Fast day Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 pm
Ma’ariv followed by Megillah reading  . . . . . . .7:30 pm
Fast ends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:52 pm
Late Megillah reading (details sent by request to
office@cbiberkeley.org)

PURIM
Wed. night &Thurs., March 23rd – 24th
Early Shacharit with Megillah Reading  . . . . . .6:30 am
Late Shacharit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:00 am
Megillah reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 am
Women’s only Megillah Reading  . . . . . . . . . .12:00 pm
Festive Purim Meal @ CBI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:00 pm
Mincha and Ma’ariv  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 pm
SHUSAN PURIM
Friday, March 25th

SHABBAT PARSHAT TZAV
Friday and Saturday, March 25th – 26th
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 pm
Candle Lighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:08 pm
Morning Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:15 am
Childcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 am
Youth Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 am
Shabbat Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:50 pm
Seudah Shlishit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:10 pm
Ma’ariv, Havdalah & Shabbat ends after  . . . . .8:06 pm
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MONDAY
Book of Jeremiah with Maharat Victoria Sutton
Jeremiah’s prophetic career spanned over thirty years and succession of several kings,
through the Babylonian’s conquest of Israel and ultimate destruction of the First Temple.
The prophet risks his life to bring truth to Jerusalem and provide guidance to leaders and
the nation. At times despondent, the book beautifully depicts the inner life of Jeremiah
and his mission. Together, we will study the text and themes of the Book of Jeremiah.  
Maharat Victoria Sutton • Mondays I 12:00 pm

WEDNESDAY
Midrasha’s Tanach and Talmud (for Teens)
This course is an informal but intensive study group focusing on close thematic readings
of the Tanach and Talmud in translation.
Mickey Davis • Wednesday I 4:15 - 5:45 pm

Open Sources: Beit Midrash
Co-sponsored by Congregation Beth Israel and Kevah
An Open Beit Midrash for learning on all levels. You can come with a hevruta (learning
partner) or we can help find the hevruta and area of learning that best fits. Start by filling
out the form on our website. On site assistance with learning available.
An optional class will be given each week on the parasha by Maharat Victoria Sutton,
which includes guided hevruta learning of sources for the class followed by group dis-
cussion.
Maharat Victoria Sutton — Wednesdays, 7:30—9:00 pm

Jewish philosophers: Rabbi Eliezer Berkovits
The class is currently reading and discussing selections from “Essential Essays on Ju-
daism” presenting Berkovits’ most significant essays, exploring vital issues within Ju-
daism and Jewish society, including: Jewish morality and law, Jewish nationhood, and
Jewish theology. No background necessary.
Muni Schweig — Wednesdays @ 8:00 pm @ the Schweig home

FRIDAY
Talmudic Wisdom
Join us for a weekly class that explores key sugyot (talmudic units) that discuss major
Jewish questions of practice and thought. 
R. Yonatan Cohen - Fridays, 9:00 am

Shabbat Shalem • Scholars & Upcoming Lectures

Sunday, March 13th 7:30 pm

Dr. Andy David began his appointment as Is-
rael’s Consul General to the Pacific NorthWest
in August 2012. In his last position, in Israel,
he served as a policy advisor to the Foreign
Minister. In the course of his diplomatic career,
he has served Missions in Azerbaijan, Hong-
Kong, and Chicago and the Midwest. His past
domestic positions in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs include policy advisor to the Foreign
Minister; the Ministry’s Deputy Spokesman;
and Head of the Euro-Asia section in Israel’s
Agency for International Cooperation.

Dr. David has a B.A. (magna cum laude) and
M.A. in medical science, and a Doctorate in
Dental Medicine, all attained at Jerusalem’s
Hebrew University. He served in the Israel Air
Force and in RAFAEL, the Ministry of De-
fense’s Armament Development Authority. He
is a graduate of the Executive Combating Ter-
rorism program at the National Defense Uni-
versity in Washington D.C.

Beth Israel Classes An Evening with
Consul-General Andy David

PROFESSOR ORI ARONSON: “CONSTITUTIONAL POLITICS IN A 
JEWISH A DEMOCRATIC STATE”
Tuesday January 12, 19, and 26 at 8 pm
The series will consider the state of Israel’s constitutional politics twenty years after the
“constitutional revolution” and the rise of judicial activism in the interpretation and en-
forcement of rights and values. The series will commence with an introduction to the
forces, institutions, and individuals that have shaped Israel’s constitutional structure. It
will then turn to a consideration of several recent episodes in the ongoing culture war
over Israel’s identity, notably the introduction of “nationality law” drafts, and the treat-
ment of undocumented migrants from Africa.
Ori Aronson is the Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation/Israel Institute visiting pro-
fessor at the Berkeley Institute for Jewish Law and Israel Studies, UC Berkeley School
of Law. He is an assistant professor at the Bar-Ilan University Faculty of Law in Ramat-
Gan, Israel, where he is also a founding member of the Center for Jewish and Demo-
cratic Law. Ori received his LL.B from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and LL.M
and S.J.D from Harvard Law School. 

Shabbat Shalem with Dr. Elie Holzer — January 29-30, 2016
Dr. Elie Holzer serves as a Senior Lecturer at the Bar-Ilan University Churgin School of
Education and as assistant editor of the International Journal of Jewish Education Re-
search.  Dr. Holzer holds a BA in psychology and Jewish thought from Bar-Ilan Univer-
sity, and an MA and PhD in Jewish Thought from the Hebrew University.  He is the
author of numerous publications in education and Jewish thought.
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TOT KABBALAT SHABBAT & DINNER
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
Welcome Shabbat with song and movement, followed
by a special dinner for families with young children.
RSVP to maharatvictoria@gmail.com; Payment can
be made through the CBI Office or website. $15
adults, $10 children, maximum $50 per family.

TEEN SHABBAT LUNCH
SATURDAY JANUARY 9
In the home of Maharat Victoria and Adam, co-
hosted by our Bnot sherut Lital and Yael.

TEEN NIGHT 
WITH LITAL AND YAEL
SATURDAY EVENINGS
Teens can bond, practice their Hebrew and engage
in fun events with our Bnot sherut each week.

What’s Going On? Youth Events

TU B’SHVAT SEDER
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24

SISTERHOOD TAMALE MAKING
FEBRUARY 14
Details to come!

NEXT WOMEN’S MINCHA 
AND SEUDAH SHELISHIT
JANUARY 9
Please see Tamara Beliak if you are interested in participat-
ing, reading Torah, teaching or sponsoring seudah shelishit.

TEEN SHABBAT LUNCH



“There is one nation scattered and separated among the nations whose customs and
actions are different, and they are not worthy of your tolerance.” 
Megilat Esther 3:8

A Guide for Purim

Haman tries to convince Achashverosh, the King of Persia, that this
different nation should not be tolerated.  Haman succeeds in win-
ning over the heart of the king and were it not for the change of
events, his plan would have been actualized.  Our sages teach us
that within each of us there resides an aspect of Haman, of evil,
which whispers to us that the one who is different should not be tol-
erated.  The mitzvot of Purim are aimed at deconstructing these
perceived differences and silencing that whisper.  

Both men and women are obligated to observe four unique Mitzvot
on Purim.

1. Megilah- Hearing the reading of the Megilah enables us to re-live
the story and to recount and recall its messages.  One is obli-
gated to hear the Megilah twice; once at night and once during
the day.  One must hear every word of the Megilah read from a
“kosher” parchment. We will read the Megilah on Purim night,
Wednesday, March 23 after Maariv at 7:30 p.m. and on Purim
day, Thursday morning, March 24; early Shacharit starts at
6:30 a.m. with Megillah Reading at 7:00 a.m., late Shacharit
starts at 8:00 a.m. and we will read the Megilah at 8:30 a.m.;
there will be a women’s-only Megilah reading at 12:00 p.m.  

2. Matanot L’Evyonim- Gifts to the poor remind us that our posses-
sions are in truth not fully ours.  One has a responsibility to find
two poor people and provide each, at the minimum, enough
money for a meal.  In addition to this halakha, on Purim one
should give to anyone who asks for a donation.  The total giv-
ing should ideally be equivalent to or surpass the amount that
one spends on his/her own Purim Meal.  I will be collecting
money, which will be distributed on Purim day to both needy
here in the East Bay as well as to poor in Jerusalem.  

3. Mishloach Manot – Gifts of food to one another allow us to reach
out to share our celebration of the day and to increase love
and friendship with others in the community.  There is a custom
to send Mishloach Manot to those who one has had particularly
strained relations with over the past year.  One is obligated to
send two kinds of ready-to-eat foods to a fellow Jew to en-
hance their Purim meal.  We do not send Mishloach Manot to
those who are in mourning. 

4. Seudat Purim – Celebratory Purim Meal.  From a minimalist per-
spective, one is obligated to have a meal with bread; however ide-
ally the meal should be a joyous festive meal with meat (for those
who eat it) and wine (for those who drink it responsibly) in an effort
to help us blur distinctions that we often hold fast to.  A Seudat
Purim will be held at CBI on Thursday, March 24 at 4 p.m. followed
by Mincha and Maariv services at 7:00 p.m.

With the exception of Megilah, which is read also at night, all
of the mitzvot should be performed during the day of Purim.
Note: In the birchat ha-mazon as well as in the shmoneh esrei, one
should include the Al Hanisim insertion for Purim, if forgotten one
does not repeat the prayer.

In addition, the Fast of Esther begins Wednesday morning, March
23 at 5:46 a.m. and ends at 7:52 p.m.  A Fast day Mincha will be
held at CBI at 6:00 p.m. that evening.  The only restriction of the
fast is eating and drinking.  One may bathe, shave and enjoy live
entertainment as usual.  However, as with all fasts, it should be
used as an opportunity for introspection and personal growth.  Our
sages have taught that only one who experiences the fast of Esther
can truly celebrate on Purim.
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FAST OF ESTHER – TA’ANIT ESTHER
Wednesday, March 23rd
Fast begins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:46 am
Fast day Mincha  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 pm
Ma’ariv followed by Megillah reading  . . . . . . . . . .7:30 pm
Fast ends  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:52 pm
Late Megillah reading (details sent by request to
office@cbiberkeley.org)
PURIM
Wed. night &Thurs., March 23rd – 24th
Early Shacharit with Megillah Reading  . . . . . . . . .6:30 am
Late Shacharit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:00 am
Megillah reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 am
Women’s only Megillah Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . .12:00 pm
Festive Purim Meal @ CBI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4:00 pm
Mincha and Ma’ariv  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 pm
SHUSAN PURIM
Friday, March 25th
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Memorial Plaques

To memorialize your loved one, you
may wish to purchase a memorial
plaque to be placed on the memorial
board in the sanctuary. 

Besides ensuring that Kaddish will be
recited perpetually in the name of
your beloved deceased, you will re-
ceive a notice annually of the date of
the yahrzeit and the date the yahrzeit
will be observed by the recitation of
Kaddish.

The cost of a memorial plaque 
is $360

To purchase contact 
Carol Cunradi

510.234.1003
cunradi@sbcglobal.net

CBI OFFICE
510.843.5246
office@cbiberkeley.org 

Paul Albert
Fran Alexander
Noah and Hope Alper
Anonymous (3)
Ron & Bella Barany
Dan z’’l and Judith Bloom
Benjamin and Sara Darmoni
Nimrod and Aliza Elias
Jane Falk
Malcolm Feeley & Rivka Amado
Alan Finkelstein & Leslie Valas
Sam Ginsburg
David & Diane Gould
Ezra & Toby Hendon
Russell Kassman
Gary & Ilene Katz
Jesse and Gabriella Kellerman
Seymour Kessler

Alan & Elissa Kittner
Aaron Marcus
Gary & Lois Marcus
Ed & Phyllis Miller
Joel & Irene Resnikoff
Ben Rose & Rebecca Landes
Mordy & Rena Rosen
Harry and Dorothy Rubin
Bob and June Safran
Ory Sandel
SaraLeya Schley
Carol Shivel
Steve Silberblatt & Rita Kohl
Bob & Naomi Stamper
Justin and Sheba Sweet
David & Rikki Sudikoff
Linda &Stanley Wulf

Our commitment to our beloved community is evident in everything we do. 
Now each of us can extend our commitment into the future.
Please consider joining us. 

For more information or to join the Society please contact:
Noah Alper • noahalper@gmail.com
Rena Rosen • t.rosenfamily@comcast.net.

Morasha Legacy Society

Help CBI financially by buying gift cards through our scrip program!
Please contact:

Naomi Stamper nstamper@sbcglobal.net
Ruth Wittman rhwitt72@aol.com

Maureen Krantz mokrantz@gmail.com

Looking for Scrip?

Upcoming Dates
Please Join Us

January 27  •  February 24
March TBD

Homeless Shelter
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September 19: Justin and Sheba Sweet in honor of Justin’s birth-
day and Sheba’s mother’s third yahrzeit; Rivka Amado & Mal-
colm Feeley in honor of R. Cohen and his family

September 23, Yom Kippur Break Fast: Jory and Lisa Gessow;
Chaim and Nell Maghel-Friedman; Dorothy and Harry Rubin;
Joan Sopher; Bob and Naomi Stamper; Jeff and Doreet Stein;
Wulf Family

September 26, in honor of Andrea Brott on the dedication of
the new window: Paul Albert; Miriam & Robi Cohen; Rabbi
Yonatan Cohen & Frayda Gonshor Cohen; Darrell Cohn & Leah
Kahn; Feiner-Shy Clan; Yakov & Rena Harari; Toby & Ezra
Hendon; Michael Kaye; Satya Levine; Raphael Magarik; Chaim
& Nell Mahgel-Friedman; Judy & Glenn Massarano; Serach-
Bracha Richards; Rena & Mordy Rosen; Eli Rosenblatt & Molly
Nadav; Steve Silberblatt & Rita Kohl; Cory Isaacson & Avi Zinn

Aliza, Nava & Maya Elias: In honor of Nimrod, a wonderful hus-
band and abba on his 35th birthday

September 28: Joanie & Joel Brodsky & Family, in honor of all
the new children and all the new grandparents; Sherrin Packer-
Rosenthal & Philip Rosenthal in remembrance of our wonderful
friend and cousin, Shelby Lerner; Malcolm Feeley & Rivka
Amado

September 29: Isaac Kaplan in memory of his father Arthur Ka-
plan, Avraham ben Moshe; Nae Golomb in memory of her
mother, Faye Feldman Golomb, Faiga bat Avraham

October 3: Rona Rothenburg and Family, the Kittner Family in
honor of those who make the holidays happen so beautifully,
Derek and Maureen Krantz 

October 4: The Mahgel-Friedman Family in honor of Yakov
Bear’s 10th birthday 

Shemini Atzeret: Yoni and Laya Cooperman in appreciation of
the CBI Community; Jane Falk; Lauren and Seth Greenberg;
Rona Rothenberg and family

Simchat Torah Night: Joel & Joan Brodsky; Eliahu Klein, Cynthia
Scheinberg & Gavi Klein, in honor of Eliahu’s birthday; Leora
Lawton, in honor of her father’s 94th birthday; David & Bat-
sheva Miller; Debbie Pearl; Tania & Muni Schweig; Lou Schu-
bert

Simchat Torah Day: Judith Bloom; Rabbi Pam Frydman; Linda
Diamond & Donald Light in honor of our shul community; Jacob
& Rena Harari; R. Yonatan Cohen & Frayda Gonshor Cohen;
Derek & Maureen Krantz in honor of Benny’s fifth birthday;

October 10: Rebecca & Oded Angel in honor of Marie Angel’s
30th Birthday; Allen Mayer; Anonymous

October 17: Dan Lewis in memory of his father, Edward R. Lewis,
Edward Raoul ben Shmuel Yaakov on his first yahrzeit; Bella
Barany in honor of her birthday; Darrell Cohn in honor of Leah
Kahn, in honor of her on her bat mitzvah parsha, and for her
being in her dance show and for just being a light in my life;
Sara and Benjamin Darmoni in honor of Yishai’s 3rd birthday;

Joshua Ladon and Yael Krieger in celebration of Joshua and El-
isheva’s birthdays 

October 24: Malcolm Feeley & Rivka Amado in honor of the birth-
days of Malcolm’s children, Jacob Feeley, Miriam Feeley and
Amir Feeley who share Lech-Lecha as their b’nai mitzvah

October 31, Scholar-in-Residence R. Francis Nataf: Rebecca
Landes and Ben Rose in observance of the second yahrzeit of
Carmi Landes 

November 7: Jessica and Michael Klass in honor of those who
helped them get through Michael’s surgery and recovery and
Michael’s birthday; Matan and Evangeline Gilbert in honor of
Evangeline’s birthday and with thanks to the CBI community. 

November 14: The CBI Board, welcoming and honoring our New
Members and Newcomers

November 21: Fran Alexander in memory of Ernie Alexander, z”l;
Melissa & Guy Harel in celebration of Judah’s 1st birthday 

November 28: The Beliak-Neumeier family on the occasion of
Dror’s siyum mishnayot of Baba Metzia; Paul Albert & Serach-
Bracha Richards; Avram and Tamar Davis

December 5: The Haber/Kinstle Family in honor of Molly Kinstle’s
bat mitzvah

December 12: Rachel Federman, Hillel and Abe Greene in appre-
ciation of the CBI community’s friendship and support over the
past two and a half years; Abe’s grandparents, Esther and
David Federman, in celebration of Abe’s second birthday

December 19 Shabbat Shalem with Rabba Yaffa Epstein:
Berkeley Hadassah; CBI Sisterhood;  Rhoda Agin;  Fran
Alexander; Yvette Hoffer; Sondra Markowitz; Joel & Irene
Resnikoff; Robert & June Safran; Joan Sopher; Fried & Ruth
Wittman

December 26: Carol & Jim Cunradi in memory of Carol’s father,
Chaim ben Mordechai haCohen v’Leah, on his 5th yahrzeit

Kiddush Sponsors

Hachnassat Orchim
Shabbat Lunch Hospitality — In Appreciation

Yoni & Laya Cooperman 
Aliza & Nimrod Elias
Jory & Lisa Gessow
Rachel & Jacob Heitler
Toby & Ezra Hendon
Zusha Leeds & SaraLeya Schley
Miriam Petruck
Denise Resnikoff & Lenny Kristal
Rachel Toaff-Rosenstein & Aryeh Rosenstein 
Doreet & Jeff Stein
Leslie Valas & Alan Finkelstein

SPONSOR OR CO-SPONSOR A KIDDUSH!
Contact our wonderful Kiddush Coordinator
Avraham Burrell • 510.845.7744 •  avraham@mindspring.com
Avraham will let you know the available dates and will help you with all details 
such as what to buy, where to shop, how the setup works, and any other questions you may have.

Kiddush is where community happens. Sponsoring a kiddush helps us build and sustain community.



We deeply regret to inform you of
the passing of:

Dennis Bernard Krantz (Baruch
ben Miriam). He is survived by his
wife Arlene, two sons, Derek and
Kevin, daughters-in-law Maureen
and Marla, and grandchildren Shai,
Aya, Benny, Julian, Roxy and Jor-
dan.

Shmuel Mendelson, beloved father
of our Gan Shalom head teacher,
Robin Mendelson. 

Selma Beth Wolfson (Batsheva),
beloved mother of Susan Kayman &
Ellen Goldberg, mother in law of
Harvey Kayman and Izetta Smith,
grandmother of Josh, Charles,
Alexandra and Pan. 

Michael Schwimmer (Yisruel Men-
achem Munisch  ben Eliezar v
Tova), beloved husband of Ellen
Schwimmer, z”l, father of Linda Dia-
mond and Lisa Cohen, grandfather
of Danielle Diamond Bongard and
Rebecca Cohen. He is survived by
his wife Elaine Schwimmer, and sis-
ter Margareta (Babsi) Spiegel in Tel
Aviv.

Sylvia (Sarah) Mintz Knyper,
beloved mother of Bracha Tova
(Barbara) Knyper. She passed away
peacefully on December 22 in
Florida, at the age of 102, in the
care of her son, Allan Knyper.

Melvin Adams, father of Scott
Adams, father in law to Turi, grand-
father of Colman and Simon, on De-
cember 24. All shiva and mourning
observances will take place in
Chicago.

May God comfort the families and
all others who mourn for Zion and
Jerusalem. 

HaMakom Yenacheim Et’chem Be-
toch She’ar Aveilei Tziyon
VeYerushalayim.  

To grandparents Toby & Ezra Hendon on the birth of a baby girl to their son Kenny and his
wife Aliza.

To Naomi Kincler and Sagar Pilania on the birth of a baby girl, Raina Fany.

To Nechama & Nadav Rappoport and big sisters Adi, Ori, Shachar & Roni on the birth of a
baby boy, Eitan Gavriel. 

To new grandparents Anya & Preston Grant and new parents Ariana Heller & Jesse Grant
on the birth of a baby boy, Elan Max Grant. 

To grandparents Ellen Winnick, Sheldon Winnick, Orit & Yuri Raz, and parents Stav Raz
and Dan Winnick on the birth of a baby boy. 

To Idit and Steven Solomon and big sisters Orly and Nili on the birth of a baby girl on Fri-
day, December 25th.

May these children’s lives be filled with the insights of Torah, the warm and supportive love of
family and community, and the blessing of good deeds.

To Denise Resnikoff & Lenny Kristal on the engagement of Akiva Resnikoff and Elannah
Cramer. 

To Eli Silins & Molly Nadav on their engagement.

To Mimi Weisel & Paul Hamburg on the engagement of Mimi’s son Michael Shefrin to
Shayna Reid.

To Daniel Feld & Shoshana Nacass on their wedding. 

To Noach Bittelman and Nicole Levine on their wedding. 

To Sheba & Justin Sweet on the engagement of their grandson Chaim Cohen to Kinereth
Touitou, both of Jerusalem.

To Paul Albert & SerachBracha Richards on their engagement. 

May these couples build a home filled with the light of Torah and mitzvoth. 
May their families and our community have many more occasions to celebrate 
in simchah together.

Mazel Tov
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Baruch Dayan Emet
Condolences
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Steven Ominsky, January 1 
Sarah Jasper, January 2 
Irene Smith, January 3 
Samuel Tendler, January 3, 5th b-day 
Elisha Tendler, January 4, 3rd b-day 
Orli Hellerstein, January 5, 14th b-day 
Elisheva Davidi, January 6, 3rd b-day 
Menashe Kirsch, January 7, 6th b-day 
Margaret Stone, January 7, 7th b-day 
Jane Turbiner, January 9 
Talia Bamberger, January 10, 3rd b-day 
Hannah Rose Kabella, January 10, 
14th b-day 

Jeff Shannon, January 10 
Peter Dale Scott, January 11 
Gary Katz, January 13 
Barbara Schick, January 13 
Henry Sibony, January 15 
Marvin Yudenfreund, January 17 
Mira Kittner, January 18, 16th b-day 
Stav Shor, January 18, 4th b-day 
Hodayah Miller, January 20, 16th b-day 
Gideon Zeitlin, January 20, 3rd b-day 
Carmel Bekenstein, January 22, 1st b-day 
Amarya Cohen, January 22, 1st b-day 
Gabriel Simon, January 23, 2nd b-day 
Judah Tendler, January 25, 1st b-day 
Rebecca Landes, January 27 
Allen Mayer, January 27 
Michael Alperin, January 31, 8th b-day 
Leah Kahn, January 31 
Iris Greenberg-Smith, February 2 
Rena Harari, February 2 
Linda Levy, February 2 
Matan Gilbert, February 3 
Janice Mac Millan, February 5 
Hiram Simon, February 7 
Phyllis Miller, February 8 
Darrell Cohn, February 11 
Ayala Kuchar, February 12, 4th b-day 
Jonathan Purcell, February 12 
Isaac Kenin, February 14, 17th b-day 
Asa Kittner, February 14, 14th b-day 
Meka Greenwald, February 15, 
18th b-day 

Shannon Shapiro, February 15 
Terence Gordon, February 16 
Nell Mahgel-Friedman, February 16 
Steven Solomon, February 17 
Olga Gordon, February 18 
Meir Miller, February 18, 14th b-day 

Sam Ginsburg, February 19 
Adam Brelow, February 22 
Dahlia Hellerstein, February 22, 11th b-day 
Issy Kipnis, February 22 
Gefen Rosenstein, February 22, 6th b-day 
Matan Rosenstein, February 22, 6th b-day 
Joshua Fenton, February 23 
Jonah Markowitz, February 23 
Joel Resnikoff, February 23 
Sarah Silverman, February 24 
Katya Gerwein, February 25 
Eliyahu Quastler, February 25, 17th b-day 
Ruth Brelow, February 27, 1st b-day 
Judah Isaacson, February 27, 1st b-day 
Victoria Sutton, February 27 
Anshel Astmann, February 28, 3rd b-day 
Hadar Cohen, March 2 
Matthew Weiss, March 2, 4th b-day 
Sasha Mandel, March 3, 10th b-day 
Yehuda Ben-Israel, March 4 
Desmid Lyon, March 4 
Nadav Gilbert, March 5, 3rd b-day 
Rachel Toaff-Rosenstein, March 7 
Talia Bloom, March 8, 18th b-day 
Shoshana Katler, March 8, 11th b-day 
Michael Lesser, March 8 
Gabriel Feiner, March 9, 15th b-day 
Sheila Yudenfreund, March 9 
Ari Libenson, March 10, 14th b-day 
Susan Schickman, March 10 
Ronald Barany, March 11 
Paul Panish, March 12 
Naomi Stamper, March 12 
Daniel Balbuena Quilter, March 14, 4th b-day 
Yonatan Cooperman, March 14 
Sara Engel, March 14 
Ezekiel Dov Gerwein, March 14, 15th b-day 
Howard Felson, March 15 
Russell Kassman, March 15 
Brinah Krelstein, March 16 
Yuval Loewenberg, March 17, 10th b-day 
Mark Schickman, March 17 
Katriel Kuchar, March 19, 2nd b-day 
Linda Lantos, March 19 
Jim Cunradi, March 20 
Naveh Rosenstein, March 21, 3rd b-day 
Eli Teitelman, March 21, 18th b-day 
Simcha Fenton, March 22, 8th b-day 
Talya Sandel, March 23, 17th b-day 
Scott Shapiro, March 23 
Arielle Tonkin, March 23 

Jeremy Evnine, March 24 
N. R. Golomb, March 24 
Samuel Kabella, March 24, 8th b-day 
David Spieler, March 24 
Zushya Lev Davis, March 25, 5th b-day 
Raaya Ilovitz, March 25, 6th b-day 
Aya Krantz, March 25, 8th b-day 
Marti Zedeck, March 27 
Leah Zinn, March 27, 3rd b-day 
Sondra Markowitz, March 28 
Sara Darmoni, March 29 
Ariel Spagnolo, March 30, 11th b-day 
David Alperin, March 31, 10th b-day 
Ahron Schweig, March 31, 7th b-day 
Gil Stein, March 31, 12th b-day 

Kenny & Aliza Weiss, January 5, 
11th anniversary

Jeff & Jodie Morgan, January 9, 
28th anniversary

Harry & Dorothy Rubin, January 14, 
64th anniversary

Roger Studley & Chai Levy, January 14, 
9th anniversary

Adam Brelow & Victoria Sutton, January 15,
2nd anniversary

Joshua Ladon & Yael Krieger, January 17, 
6th anniversary

David & Bat Sheva Miller, January 22, 
25th anniversary

Chaim & Nell Mahgel-Friedman, 
February 2, 13th anniversary

Sagar Pilania & Naomi Kincler, 
February 14, 2nd anniversary

Yonatan & Laya Cooperman, 
March 11, 3rd anniversary

Arye Rosenstein & Rachel Toaff-Rosenstein,
March 27, 11th anniversary

Jacob & Rena Harari, March 28, 
57th anniversary

Jim & Carol Cunradi, March 29, 
32nd anniversary

Birthdays

Anniversaries
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GAN SHALOM YOUTH CENTER - 
BUILDING FUND
Paul Albert
Ronald & Bella Barany
Sylvia Vered Ritov Barany
Yehuda Ben-Israel & Rona Rothenberg: in honor
of Maharat Victoria and R. Pam Frydman; in
memory of Jerry & Selma Rothenberg
Tony & Kathleen Bloom
Daniel Cronin & Laura Steinborn
Jim & Carol Cunradi: in memory of Shmuel
Mendelson, z”l; mazal tov to the Hendons on the
birth of their new grandchild! in honor of the
wedding of SaraLaya Schley & Zusha Leeds —
Mazal tov!
Benjamin & Sara Darmoni: in honor of Elisheva
Ladon’s birthday
Jonathan & Marni Davis: in honor of Yishai Dar-
moni’s 3rd birthday
Marvin & Sara Engel
Michael Greenwald & Ronna Bach
Jacob & Rachel Heitler
Aaron Katler & Deb Fink: in memory of Shmuel
Mendelson (z”l), Robin’s father
Gary & Ilene Katz: in memory of Arthur Alexander,
son of Fran Alexander and brother of Irene
Resnikoff; mazal tov to Yoni Wulf on graduating
high school; mazal tov to Ami Wulf on graduating
from Tufts
Sam & Rose Ginsburg
Joshua & Jenny Kirsch
Ilene Lee: in honor of Rhoda Agin
Laura Lipman
Gary & Lois Marcus: in memory of Robin’s father,
Shmuel Mendelson
David & Batsheva Miller
John Pilkington & Linda Levy: in honor of the
wedding of Linda Diamond and Donald Light
Ory & Tamar Sandel & Family: in honor of the CBI
community....and its future
Barbara (Batya) Schick
Asaf Shor & Hilla Abel
Jeremy Smith & Iris Greenberg-Smith
Abraham & Laila Stone; in honor of our skillful,
wise, and kind builder, Michael Feiner; in mem-
ory of Shmuel Mendelson, father of Robin
Mendelson
Yoni Wulf: in honor of the work done on this proj-
ect by Stanley Wulf, Michael Feiner, and Rabbi
Cohen

GAN SHALOM SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Glenn & Judy Massarano: in honor of Jory Ges-
sow, for his tremendous chessed
Matt Raimi & Debbie Shrem
Wendy Rosov & Peg Sandel

Marvin & Sheila Yudenfreund: in honor of the birth
of Elan Max Grant
Wagenlis Foundation

GENERAL FUND
Scott & Turi Adams: missing CBI from Chicago
Paul Albert: in memory of George Albert, Sylvia
Albert & Robert Albert; for the shul renovation
Fran Alexander: in memory of Ernie Alexander, z”l
Bernard Backer
Ronald & Bella Barany: in memory of Gussie
Hirsch Barany; in memory of Merav Rina
Barany; in memory of Julia Hirsch Friedman
Yehuda Ben-Israel & Rona Rothenberg: in mem-
ory of Jerome Rothenberg, z”l on his 15th
yahrzeit
CBI Sisterhood
Chani Berge: for CBI’s kindness and thoughtful-
ness to me after the fire last year. With many
thanks to everyone!
Ari Caprow & Ruth Jaskiewicz Caprow: in honor
of the wedding of Zusha Leeds & SaraLeya
Schley
Mickey & Vanessa Davis
Yigal Deutscher: huge thank you to the shul, in
gratitude for Rosh Hashana/Yom Kippur services
Eric Aiken
Howard Felson: in honor of Barbara and Bobby
Budnitz, Glen and Judy Massarano, Rachel and
Eric Seder, Jory and Lisa Gessow, Ezra and
Toby Hendon, Irene and Joel Resnikoff for their
generous hospitality
Alan Finkelstein & Leslie Valas: in honor of the
birth of Elan Max Grant; in memory of Arthur
Alexander
Heshy and Chaya Miriam Fried: thank you for
such a beautiful simchas torah! The warmth of
your kehilah is unmatched, and their avodas
Hashem remarkable! Hashem should bless you
all in the coming year
Joel & Katya Gerwein: thanks for being such a
great community!
Martin Goldman: in honor of his visit from Albany,
NY last Shavuot
N. R. Golomb: for yizkor
Aron & Anna Gonshor: in honor of the birth of
granddaughters to Hope and Noah Alper, and
Toby & Ezra Hendon
Terence & Olga Gordon: in memory of Olga’s
beloved father, Jack Berelowitz; in memory of
Victor Gordon, beloved father of Terry Gordon
Eve Gordon-Ramek
David & Hanna Hindawi: in memory of Hanna’s
uncle Kelman Rettig and David’s brother Meir
Hed on their yahrzeits
Yvette Hoffer: in memory of Arthur Alexander; in

memory of Bert Bradley
Alan & Dinah Katler
Gary & Ilene Katz: in honor of the birth of grand-
daughters to Toby & Ezra Hendon and to Hope
and Noah Alper
Seymour Kessler: mazal tov to Denise Resnikoff
& Lenny Kristal on the birth of a grandson; and
to Toby & Ezra Hendon on the birth of a grand-
daughter 
Issy & Patricia Kipnis: in honor of Preston and
Anya Grant’s grandson, Elan Max Grant
Alan & Elissa Kittner: honoring the memories of
Harold (Heschel) Burkhardt and Bernard
(Baruch) Kittner on their yahrzeit
Aaron & Hillary Kleinman
Izyaslav & Raisa Kreymer: in memory of our par-
ents
Michael & Deborah Lesser
Boaz & Liya Levanda: for the children’s fund
Ross Libenson & Susie Marcus: in honor of the
engagement of Paul Albert & SerachBracha
Richards
Kennard & Annetta Lipman: in memory of Annetta
Lipman’s mother, Cara Belle Bateman-Gunter
Desmid Lyon: in honor of the b’not mitzvah of
Nina Smith & Molly Kinstle; in honor of the birth
of Elan Max Grant
Aaron Marcus: in memory of all the Marcus/Bern-
stein family yahrzeits
Gary & Lois Marcus: in memory of Gary’s father,
Mose Marcus
C. Tzvi Marx
Glenn & Judith Massarano
Paul & Roni Melmed
Edward & Phyllis Miller: in appreciation of all the
people who made the Holidays special; in honor
of Jonathan & Marni Davis’ new baby girl, Julia;
in honor of the birth of Hope & Noah’s grand-
daughter; in honor of the wedding of Linda Dia-
mond & Donald Light; in honor of the wedding of
Aliza Alexander; mazal tov to Denise & Lenny on
the engagement of Akiva Resnikoff & Elannah
Cramer; mazal tov to Toby & Ezra Hendon on
the birth of granddaughter to Kenny & Aliza;
mazal tov to Justin & Sheba Sweet on their
grandson Chaim Cohen’s engagement to
Kinereth Touitou; mazal tov to Mimi & Paul on
the engagement of Mimi’s son Michael Shefrin to
Shayna Reid; refuah shleima to Marvin Yuden-
freund; in honor of Ellen Winnick, Sheldon, Orit
& Yuri Raz on the birth of a grandson; in memory
of Chani Goldhirsh, beloved niece of Ed & Phyl-
lis;  in memory of Michael Hecht, beloved father
of Phyllis; in memory of Michael Schwimmer, z”l,
father of Linda Diamond; in memory of Susan
Kayman’s mother, Selma Beth Wolfson

Donations
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Stephen & Joan Reich: in appreciation for time
spent at CBI; we davened at the shul on several
Shabbat mornings and felt welcomed and at
home with the davening and kiddush
Karen Roekard: in honor of Rabbi Cohen
Dorit Resnikoff
Joel & Irene Resnikoff: in memory of Joel’s
mother, Lenore Resnikoff
Peter Dale Scott & Ronna Kabatznick: in memory
of Peter’s father, Frank Scott; thank you to the
board for the new members kiddush
Zvi Rosen: CBI was an amazing community for
me. I particularly want to express my gratitude to
Rabbi Cohen and to Avraham and Ruchama
Burrell
Eli Rosenblatt & Shira Wakschlag: in honor of the
High Holidays
Arye Rosenstein & Rachel Toaff-Rosenstein
Philip Rosenthal & Sherrin Packer-Rosenthal: for
the honor of Phil opening the ark on the 2nd day
Rosh Hashana
Carol Shivel: in memory of my mother, Ruth
Henry & Violette Sibony: for hagomel; in honor of
the marriage of Linda Diamond and Donald Light
David Spieler & Rachel Schorr: in honor of the
wedding of Linda Diamond & Donald Light; in
honor of the wedding of Zusha & SaraLeya
Michael & Karen Thirman
Wagenlis Foundation
Jerrald & Judy Weinstein
Daniel Weisfield
Yehudah Welton: for aliya
Marvin & Maxine Winer: in memory of Rachmiel
Goodstein, beloved grandfather
Dan Wohlfeiler
Joelle Yzquierdo: in honor of the engagement of
Paul Albert & SerachBracha Richards
Sheldon & Marti Zedeck: in memory of Theodore
& Minna Rosen, and Hyman & Judith Zedeck

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ronald & Suzanne Bachman: in memory of
Selma Wolfson
Miriam Barrere: I am very appreciative to have
shared the Holidays with the CBI community
Guy & Melissa Biton-Harel
Gary Boland & Jill Hoffknecht: in honor of Andrea
Brott; in honor of my wonderful daughters,
Sylvie, Carly & Marielle; in honor of the Grant
family; in memory of my beloved son Gulliver,
z”l; wishing Marvin Yudenfreund a full recovery
Jim & Carol Cunradi: in honor of Ray Lifchez; in
memory of Jeffrey Kabatznick, z”l.; in memory of
Rona Rothenberg’s mother, Selma Rothenberg
z”l
Vanessa Davis: in acknowledgement and grati-

tude of the kallah classes Dr. Frayda Gonshor
Cohen taught me
Malcolm Feeley & Rivka Amado: in honor of the
marriage of Linda Diamond and Donald Light; in
honor of Elan Max Grant, and parents Jesse
Grant & Ariana Heller; in memory of Rivka
Amado’s father, Benjamin Amado; in memory of
Linda Diamond’s father, Michael Schwimmer
Inna Gerlovina
Sam & Rose Ginsburg: in appreciation of and
thanks to Joel and Irene Resnikoff for their help
to CBI’s needy during the Days of Awe
Preston & Anya Grant: in honor of Rabbi Cohen
and the CBI community
Michael & Joan Green: in honor of the wedding of
Donald Light & Linda Diamond
Paul Hamburg & Mimi Weisel: in honor of the en-
gagement of Michael Shefrin & Shayna Reid
Sam & Bathea James: in memory of Bathea
James’ beloved mother, Rachel Majus
Harvey & Susan Kayman: with grateful thanks for
Rabbi Cohen’s guidance
Jack Kincler & Dida Berku: in honor of the birth of
their granddaughter, Raina Fanny Pilania
Alan & Elissa Kittner
Eliahu Klein & Cynthia Scheinberg: in honor of the
yahrzeit of Susannah Richman
Leonard Kristal & Denise Resnikoff: in memory of
Carmi Landes on the occasion of her second
yahrzeit; in memory of Selma Beth Wolfson (Bat-
sheva), beloved mother of Susan Kayman
Avi Langer: the donation is an expression of ap-
preciation and thanks for being there for me! 
Nicole Levine: thank you Rabbi Cohen for all your
recent help!
Raymond Lifchez: for the very poor
David & Bat Sheva Miller: in memory of my uncle
Marty/Mordechai
Ed & Phyllis Miller: for the Israel teen scholarship
John Pilkington & Linda Levy: in honor of Leora
Lawton for her warm hospitality
Arye Rosenstein & Rachel Toaff-Rosenstein: in
memory of Dennis Bernard Krantz
Harry & Dorothy Rubin
Muni & Tania Schweig
Peter Dale Scott & Ronna Kabatznick: Mazel Tov
to Hope and Noah Alper on the birth of grand-
daughter; in blessed memory of Hyman B. San,
Carol Cunradi’s father; in honor of Rachel and
Eric Seder for their Shabbat hospitality
Devorah Segal
Aliza Shapiro
Jessica Silverberg: in honor of the wedding of
Linda Diamond and Donald Light
Jeremy Smith & Iris Greenberg-Smith: in honor of
Lois Marcus and the Simcha Gemach; in honor

of Naomi Stamper’s help with Nina Smith’s bat
mitzvah; in honor of Rabbi Cohen’s help with
Nina Smith’s bat mitzvah
Justin & Sheba Sweet: in honor of the marriage of
Linda Diamond and Daniel Light
Friedner & Ruth Wittman: with gratitude to the
Zedeck family
Marvin & Sheila Yudenfreund: in honor of the
wedding of Aliza Alexander; in honor of the 95th
birthday of Fran Alexander; in honor of the en-
gagement of Paul Albert & SerachBracha
Richards
Hilah Zohar: kaparot for Hilah Bat Frayda and
Brenna Leah Bat Hilah

Donations Continued
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At Oakland Hebrew Day School, our kindergarten students delight in learning all
about nature science, from bumble bees and how honey is made to the various
animal homes we may find in our backyard. Whether they are enjoying nature
walks around our beautiful campus or drawing the details of a hummingbird, the
children are engaged in the wonder of the world around them.

In both general studies and Jewish studies, the teachers use real-world experiences
to help the students connect with their learning in a fun and engaging way. For ex-
ample, the parsha comes to life as the students dress up in “desert gear” and walk
through the desert or they learn the joy and excitement of counting up to 100 using
multiple objects around the classroom. While learning the Hebrew alphabet, the
students enjoy hands-on exploration of blocks, Lego, sand, paper clips, and more,
to make different Hebrew letters. They end the year with a special Alef-Bet party,
where each child brings a stuffed animal to school to teach them the Hebrew al-
phabet. Students enjoy hearing the sweet sound of song when they first step into
reading - whether they are singing about the four seasons or having fun with
rhymes, students love to see letters and words jump off the page. The children feel
such pride when they finally present their first original story to their parents!

Nurturing our community and providing different opportunities for families to in-
teract with our students’ learning are integral to our school. Our unique “Family
Tefillah” days offer families and friends the opportunity to experience Tefillah with
the children and enjoy the melodies of prayers such as Adon Olam and Ma Tovu
together. Parents also share their wonderful skills and talents with their child’s
class during the year, from paleontology to acupuncture!

No matter what learning our students are engaged with, it takes place under the
umbrella of Torah values: How do we take care of one another? How do we take
care of ourselves? How do we contribute to our environment? How do we accept
and learn from our mistakes?

Giving children multiple opportunities to learn and grow in a safe and supportive
environment is key to our students’ success. We encourage you to come and see
our program for yourself!

OHDS Kindergartners are busy bees!Tehiyah
If you are considering kindergarten for your
child, please join us for a special evening:

Sunday, January 10
3:00 - 5:00 pm
Join students, teachers, and parents at Tehiyah
Day School for a fun and informative Open
House for prospective Bridge-K and Kinder-
garten families. Explore our campus, and learn
about our joyful, experiential curriculum that
unites award-winning general studies with a vi-
brant, warm community and values-based Jew-
ish education.  Private bus service is available
for students in Albany, Berkeley, and Oakland.  

Contact Director of Admissions, 
Michelle Tirella-Ventura with questions
at:mtventura@tehiyah.org.

OHDS Info Night
If you are considering kindergarten for your
child, please join us for a special evening:

Kindergarten Information Night
Wednesday, January 13
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Kindergarten classroom, OHDS

RSVP to Philippa Lichterman: plichter-
man@ohds.org or (510) 531-8600 ext. 12.
You are also welcome to schedule a per-
sonal tour of our campus.

We’ve worked with many folks in our  
community—we’d like to work with you too.

We care about your real estate transaction as much as  
you do and will always keep your best interest at heart.

When you are ready to buy or sell a home or  
income property, we’re ready to help.

www.oasis-realestate.com

OASIS
REAL ESTATE

Preston Grant
Senior Sales Associate

510.220.7908 cell
DRE Lic. 01375357

Michael Feiner
Broker

510.367.1778 cell
DRE Lic. 00961731
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NAPA VALLEY

ISRAEL

15% DISCOUNT 
ON ALL WINE PURCHASES 

FOR CBI MEMBERS

TO ORDER WINE CONTACT
wine@covenantwines.com


